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J.G.]ir.  to  TcB. 

SpringfrLeld  ,  Aug.  26th,  1860 
Dear  Therena : 

I  see  'by  the  Papers  that  the  -iris'  "Flof^er  Queen  "  concert 
''s^   came  off  with  so  much  eclat  tiiat  they  had  to  repeat  it.   I  am  a-i-^-d 
J's^^  they  were  so  successful,  and  am  only  sorry  that  I  could 'no  'oe  over 
^V  ""  at  the  concert  with  you.   I  canri.ot  t<jll  at  present  how  soon  I  can 

acme  overaiid  pay  you  another  visit.   K-y  company  "The  G-rej/s"  htive  ac- 
'^.^  cepted  an  invitation  to  spend  a  coiiple  of  days  at,  tne  State  Fair  at 
,  5   JacKSonville,  and  I  has^e  'been  de-Datin<  the  question  of  8oin^  W3.t.h  tnem 
^   this  tiii.e.   If  I  go  there  I  wi].l  not  aet  over  procably  "before  tne  last 
^^'   of  next  month.   However  yoxi    need 'nt  consider  that  as  settled  yet. 
'^•^.  Did  you  ever  see  a  real,  pretiy  miniature?   I  do  not  mean 

*■-"   either  ari  amDrotype,  daguerreotype  or  photograph,  'but  a  re.ular_nii.nia- 
■  n"   t.^r§__^ai.ntg.don  ivory.   Well,  a  Philadelphia  artist  (Brown,  his  name  is  ) 
■ijj>^'    has  just  been  painting  one  of  Ir  Lincoln,  which  is  'ooth  very  pretty  ana 
■  V    vexj   truthful  _  decidedlj;-  the  oest  picture  of  nim  that  I  ha\7e  seen. 
4    It  is  a'Dout  twice  as  lari^e  as  a  coiiiiiion  quarter  si  ^e  daguerreotype 
i'X^   or  aiLorotype,  'out  so  well  executed  that  when  magnified  to  life  3ii;e 
.iv    one  cannot  discover  any  defects  or  'orush  i._arK;s  on  it  atall .   I  wisn 

'>i    you  could  see  it.   It  ^ves  one  something  of  an  idea  of  wft.^  a  painter 

i^o.   —  I  mear  a  real  artist  _  can  do.   I"  has  '^bec^n   ^ainted  for  Judge  Read 

of  Philadelphia,  who  has  oecorae  so  disgusted  with  the  horriole  carica- 
^    tures  of  Hr  Lincpln  which  he  ha,d  seen,  that  he  went  to  tne  expense  of 
Ji     sending  this  artist  all  thre~''w~ay  out  Kere-.tc  paint  him  this  picture, 
'^^    and  which  wirT"prd'baDly  cost  him  some  $300ii_^I  had  a  long  talK  witn  tne 
p'     artist  toda.y.  Ee    says  the  impression  prevails  East  "cnat  Mr  Lincoln 
is  very  ugly  __  an  iiiipression  wihich  tne  puolished  pictures  of  him 
of  course  all  confirm.   Read  -however  had  an  idea  tnat  it  could  naxdly 
■"oe  so__  out  was  'bound  to  have  a  good  looking  picture,  and  tnerefore  in- 
structed the  artist  to  make  it  *  ood  looi-iing  whether  the  original  woula 
justify  It  or  not.   the  artist  says  he  came  oat  witn  a  good  deal  of 
fore'bof.ing   that  he  would  have  hifficulty  in  )naK:ing  a  picture  under 
tnese  conditions.   He  says  he  was  ver/  kiuppy  when  on  seeing  him  he 
found  that  he  was  not  atall  such  a  liian  as  had  oeen  re  resented,  and  that 
instead  of  maKing  a  i5i.cture  he  would  Qinly  have  to  raaKie  a_^ortr.ait  to 
satisfy  Jud,e  Read.   He  vfill  gc  hack  hoire  as  a^^reea'oly  disappointea 
in  Mr  Lincoln's  manners,  refinement,  and   eneral  cnaracteri sties ,  as  in 
his  personal  apuearance. 

Prof.  Anglade  is  still  here,  and  we  are  to  nave  one  of  our 
french  soirees  tomorrow  night.   Excepting  the  a:Dsence  of  x,wo  or  onree 
scholars,  it  will  seem  very  much  like  tne  old  tiices. 


V 


Your. 


George 
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November  10,  1860:  John  Henry  Brown's  Journal 

John  Henry  Brown  was  a  painter  of  portrait  miniatures,  living  and  working  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  met  Lincoln  in  August  of  1860  when  he 
was  commissioned  to  paint  Lincoln's  portrait  for  a  supporter,  but  although  Brown  liked  Lincoln  personally,  he  did  not  agree  with 
Republican  policies. 


Transcription:  At  Mr  Buckleys  childrens  picture. The  news  from  the  South  is  very  bad.  As  the  Senate  +  House  of  Representatives  is  opposed 
to  Mr.  Lincoln,  1  think  the  South  a  little  too  hasty.  Judge  Read  has  kindly  presented  to  Mr.  Sartain  *■  myself,  the  plate  from  Mr.  Lmcoln's 
picture.  About  three  thousand  impressions  have  been  sold.  My  profits  from  the  sale  is  about  fifty  dollars. 

Citation:  John  Henry  Brown  (1818-1891),  autograph  journal/account  book.  Philadelphia,  1844-1890.  AMs  574/14.1 
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November  9,  1860:  Charleston  Mercury 


Transcription  (exceipti: 

(pi  top  center  column) 

Fashion  in  Nev/  York. 

Our  New  York  Correspondence 

New  York,  November  5,  1860 

Should  any  incoherencies  or 
discrepancies  be  apparent  in  the 
bulletin  of  La  Mode  for  this 
month,  please  credit  it  all  to  the 
important  fact  that  I  am  writing 
upon  the  eve  of  election  day,  to 
which  my  own  restlessness  gives 
double  zest. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  to  be  a 
woman,  especially  a  young  one  - 
that  is,  one  who  has  yet  to 
discover  a  wrinkle,  fading  roses, 
and  a  gray  hair  -  is  to  be  a  little 

feminine  animal,  just  "conscious  of  pearls  and  purple,"  chicken  and  cream,  Tennyson  and  Bulwer,  until  resigned  to  Point  lace,  orange 

blossoms,  a  complete  trousseau,  and  a  husband. 

I  own  to  transgressing  the  lav/,  to  breaking  through  the  conventialities  that  hedge  in  woman,  to  positively  forget  Fashion,  in  the  rage  for 
Politics. 

Pray  don't  accuse  me  of  a  desire  to  vote,  or  of  being  in  the  faintest  degree  an  advocate  of  woman's  rights,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 
Heaven  forefend!  But  I  say  it,  and  I  say  it  boldly,  that  a  woman  is  not  worth  a  sous  if  she  has  not  influence  and  fascination  enough  to 
control  votes,  minister  to  minds  diseased,  and  cleanse  the  brains  and  masculine  hearts  of  that  foul  black  dye  threatening  us  like  a 
pestilence.  Thus  is  happens  that  your  correspondent  has  been  excessively  busy  during  the  last  month,  making  converts,  sacrificing 
friendships,  wondering  how  Charlotte  Corday  felt  once  u(X)n  a  time,  and,  in  fact  being  accused  of  downright  haughtiness.  N'importe, 
Messieurs  of  the  South  -  born  among  you,  I  am  yours  heart  and  soul. 

Being  a  dear  lover  of  the  dolce  far  niente,  I  cannot  but  feel  all  this  turbulence  and  warfare  excessively  annoying,  while  dreamily  pondering 
over  the  curse  of  Kehama,  especially  the  line: 

I  "Days  after  days,  unvarying  come  and  go." 
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utterly  beyond  my  comprehension,  at  present,  but  for  the  realization  of  which  I  would  be  glad  to  yield  my  very  last  new  love  of  a  bonnet. 


Citation:  Charleston  Mercury,  9  November  1860.  Gift  of  Steven  and  Susan  Raab. 
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November  9,  1860:  John  Henry  Brown's  Journal 


John  Henry  Biown  was  a  painter  of  portrait  miniatures,  living  and  working  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  met  Lincoln  in  August  of  1860  when  he 
was  commissioned  to  paint  Lincoln's  portrait  for  a  supporter,  but  although  Brown  liked  Lincoln  personally,  he  did  not  agree  with 
Republican  policies. 
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Transcription: 

At  Mr  Buckleys  childrens  picture.  The  news  from  the  South,  looks  like  a  determination  on  their  part  to  secede  from  the  Union,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Lincolns  election  on  a  sectional  platform.  The  fears,  entertained  by  many  for  the  safety  of  the  Union,  before  the 
election,  seem  now  about  to  be  realized.  We  were  laughed  at  by  the  Republicans  then,  for  expressing  fears  of  disunion. 

Citation:  John  Henry  Brown  (1818-1891),  autograph  journal/account  book.  Philadelphia,  1844-1890.  A/v\5  574/14.1 
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November  7,  1860:  John  Henry  Brown's  Journal 


John  Henry  Brown  was  a  painter  of  portrait  miniatures,  living  and  working  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  met  Lincoln  in  August  of  1860  when  he 
was  commissioned  to  paint  Lincoln's  portrait  foi'  a  supporter,  but  although  Brown  liked  Lincoln  personally,  he  did  not  agree  with 
Republican  policies. 
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Transcription: 

At  Mr  Buckleys  childrens  picture. 

The  election  has  resulted  in  the  triumph  of  the  Republicans,  as  every  body  expected.  Mr.  Lincoln  has  carried  every  non  slave  holding  state, 
except  New  Jersey,  where  there  was  a  fusion  of  Breckenridge,  Douglas,  +  Bell  men.  Mr.  Lincolns  majority  in  this  State,  will  be  from  80  to 
\  100  thousand.  A  majority  of  the  Southern  States  have  gone  for  Mr.  Breckenridge. 

|CitatiDn:  John  Henry  Brown  (1818-1891),  autograph  journal/account  book.  Philadelphia,  1844-1890.  AMs  574/14.1 
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November  6,  1860:  John  Henry  Brown's  Journal 

John  Henry  Brown  was  a  painter  of  portrait  miniatures,  living  and  worl<ing  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  met  Lincoln  in  August  of  1860  when  he 
was  commissioned  to  paint  Lincoln's  portrait  for  a  supporter,  but  although  Brown  liked  Lincoln  peisonally,  he  did  not  agree  with 
Republican  policies. 


// 


/  ,   '    / 


/^ . 


Transcription: 

At  Mr  Buckleys  childrens  picture. 

Election  Day  for  President  of  the  United  States.  The  Republicans  are  confidant  of  success.  They  are  united  +  well  organized.  The 
Democracy  are  distracted  +  broken,  having  two  candidates  Messrs  Douglass  +  Breckenridge.  There  is  also  a  "Union"  ticket  in  the  field,  the 
candidate  Mr.  Bell.  Thus,  the  opposition  to  Republicanism  is  in  three  divisions.  The  ticket  are  as  follows,  Rep:  Lincoln  +  Hamlin,  "Union" 
Bell  +  Everett,  Dem:  Douglass  +  Johnson,  Dem:  Breckenridge  and  Lane.  The  Democrats  are  as  much  opposed  to  each  other  as  they  are  to 
the  Repubhcans.  I  have  a  high  personal  regard  and  affection  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  being  opposed  to  him  in  principle,  will  cast  my  ballot  for 
Breckenridge  +Lane,  regarding  them  as  the  only  true  representatives  of  the  equality  of  all  the  states.  The  Republicans  have  no  ticket  in 
the  southern  states.  They  could  not  have,  as  the  fundamental  principle  of  their  party  is  optxisition  to  the  further  extension  of  slavery. 

Citation:  John  Henry  Brown  (1S18-1891i,  autograph  journal/account  book.  Philadelphia,  1844-1890.  AMs  574/14.1 
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Welcome 


Welcome  to  Today  in  the  Civil  War:  Dispatches  from  the  Rosenbach  Collection,  part  of  the  Rosenbach  Museum  &  Library's  celebration  of 
the  Civil  War  1 50.  Beginning  November  6,  2010,  the  1 50th  anniversary  of  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  we  will  be  posting  Civil  War-era 
documents,  including  manuscripts,  newspapers,  photos,  and  printed  books  from  the  Rosenbach  collection  150  years  after  they  were 
originally  created.  The  site  will  run  through  April  2015. 

Check  back  November  6  to  follow  the  unfolding  conflict  through  the  words  of  the  people  v/ho  lived  it. 
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III  hying  broad   and   deep   the  founda- 
tions of  national  greatness,  we  must  think 
Uvith  our  iniat,'ination.     Those  who  wouhl 
help    the    farmer   can    do    mueii    to    brint,' 
happiness  to  many  an  apparently  immova- 
ble   country    family    by    encouraj^n'nj,'    the 
multiplication  of  art-museums  nearer  the 
jX'ople.       Influences    should     be    set     j^o- 
m^,^     that     will     benefit     the     country     a 
hundred    years    from    now    as    it    grows 
up   to  their   use.     The   divisions   between 
urban,  suburban,  and  country  society  are 
rapidly    being    obliterated    by    the    trolley 
and    by    cheap    literature.      There    is    no 
reason    why    Alabama    or    Mississippi    or 
Arkansas  or  Wjoming  should    not   some 
day  iiave  as  much  culture  in  art  as  Massa- 
chusetts has  to-day,  and,  absurd  as  it  now 
seems,  the  time  may  come  when  the  Okla- 
homa school  of  landscape  will   take  rank 
with  that  of  Harbison.     For  the  seeds  of 
art   are    blowing  on    every   wind,    finding 
here  and    there  apparently   fortuitOLis   but 
hospitable  loilging.     In  one  generation  art 
siiows  itself  in  a  tiim,  blind,  vague  long- 
ing  for   beauty;   in    the   next    it   may    de- 
velop   into    taste,    and    in    the    third    into 
genius.     What  is  needed  is  first  the  seed, 
and  then   the  sun  and   the  rain,   anti,   al- 
ways, freedom  of  opportunity. 


And    here   a   more   direct   wortl    to    the 
mendiers  of  Congre.vs  u  ho  represent  what 
are  called  rural  constituencies.     That  you 
shoidd  vote  against  free  art,  on  whatever 
ground,    is   to    delay    the   da)    when    your 
State  shall  take  its  place  in  the  front  rank 
of  opportunity.     Tiu'nk  with  your  imagin- 
ation, and  do  not  reject  the  hand  of  com- 
radeship   held    out   to   your   people  — who, 
being  most  removed  from  art,  are  most  in 
need  of  it.     Do  not  cut  oft  your  nose  to 
spite   some   one   else's   face.      Trust   those 
who    know    the    needs   of    the   country    in 
art,  as  you  did  the  same  classes  of  people 
m    the    matter  of   international    copyright 
in  1891.   The  legislation  of  that  day  helped 
to  make  a  settled  profession  out  of  a  cas- 
ual pursiu't.     Free  art,  by  creating  better 
opportum'ties    for    the    popular    spread    of 
plastic    beauty,    will    increase   the   area   of 
taste  which  is  necessar\'  to  sustain  art  as  a 
profession.      Freedom  of  opportunity  will 
give  us  more  beauty  and  thus  will  add  to 
our  happiness  as  a  people.      International 
copyright  was  necessary  to  remove  a  clog 
on  American  letters,  and  American  artists, 
educators,    and    connoisseurs   beg   you    not 
for  an  artificial  advantage  over  foreigners, 
but  t(j  femo\e  a  barrier  to  the  best  devel- 
opment of  their  work.   Free  art  is  free  air! 


Portraits  of  Lincoln  in  "  Tlie  Century" 

A  FEW  of  the  twenty-two  Lincoln  portraits 
(including  the  two  iife-masi^s  and  tlie 
two  Saint-CJaudcns  statues)  printed  in  this 
number  of  The  Century  have  known  asso- 
ciations of  historical  interest  apart  from  the 
time  and-  place  of  origin. 

"1  he  genesis  of  the  miniature  by  J.  Henry 
Brown  (which  is  the  color  frontispiece  of  the 

j        number)  is  given    in  a  letter  from   John  G. 

;        Nicolay  to  an  intimate  friend,  dated  "  Spring- 
field, Aug.  2b',  1860,"  about  three   months 

,        after  Lincoln's  first  nomination,  as  follows: 

i  "  Did  you  ever  see  a  real,  pretty  miniature? 

I  do  not  mean  an  ambrotype,  daguerre- 
otype, or  photograph,  but  a  regular  minia- 
ture painted  on  ivory.  Well,  a  Philadelphia 
artist  (Brown,  his  name  is)  has  just  been 
painting  one  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  is  both 


very  pretty  and  very  truthful— decidedly  the 
best  picture  of  him  that  I  have  seen.  It  is 
about  twice  as  large  as  a  common  quarter- 
size  daguerreotype  or  ambrotype,  but  so  well 
executed  that  when  magnified  to  life  size  one 
cannot  discover  any  defects  or  brush  marks 
on  it  at  ail.  I  wish  you  could  see  it.  It 
gives  something  of  an  idea  of  what  a  painter 
-  I  mean  a  real  artist— can  do.  It  has  been 
painted  for  Judge  Read  of  Fhiladelphia,  who 
has  become  so  disgusted  with  the  horrible 
caricatures  of  Mr.  Lincoln  which  he  has  seen, 
that  he  went  to  the  expense  of  sending  this 
artist  all  the  way  out  here  to  paint  him  this 
picture,  which  will  probably  cost  him  some 
$'M){) — the  price  of  the  painting  alone  being 
$I7.S.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  the  artist  to- 
day, lie  says  that  the  impression  prevails 
East,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  very  ugly — an  im- 
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pressiDn  which  the  published  pictures  of  him 
of  course  all  coulirm.  Read,  however,  had  an 
idea  that  it  could  hardly  be  so — but  was 
bound  to  have  a  good-looking  picture,  and 
therefore  instructed  the  artist  to  make  it  good- 
looking  whether  the  original  would  justify  it 
or  not.  The  artist  says  he  came  out  with  a 
good  deal  of  foreboding  that  he  would  have 
ditiiculty  in  making  a  picture  under  these  con- 
ditions. He  says  he  was  very  happy  when 
on  seeing  him  he  found  that  he  was  not  at  all 
such  a  man  as  had  been  represented,  and  that 
nistead  of  making  a  picture  he  would  only 
have  to  make  a  portrait  to  satisfy  judge  Read. 
He  will  go  back  home  as  agreeably  disap- 
pointed in  Mr.  Lincoln's  manners,  refine- 
ment, and  general  characteristics,  as  in  his 
personal  appearance." 

In  the  following  letter,  a  month  later,  the 
artist  comments  as  follows  on  the  engraved 
copy  of  the  miniature,  which  obviously  was 
to  be  circulated  for  a  campaign  purpose: 

Pbil"  Friday  Hcpt  ^S,   jS6o 
John  G    NicoLAV,  Esq. 

Aly  dear  Hir :  I  presume  you  are  wondering  why  you 
have  not  yet  seen  or  heard  any  tiling  ot  the  steel  engraving 
from  my  picture  of  Mr.   Lincoln. 

Mr.  Sartain  promised  to  have  it  completed  within  two 
weeks  after  the  picture  was  placed  in  his  hands,  which 
was  on  last  Monday  three  weeks  ago. 

Two  days  ago  the  first  proof  was  placed  in  my  hands 
for  criticism.  I  suggested  some  alterations  which  have 
been  made.  To-day  I  will  again  examine  it  with  care, 
and  if  necessary  will  have  such  firrther  corrections  made 
as  my  judgment  may  suggest.  In  accordance  with  my 
promise  to  you  I  will  not  allow  any  copies  to  be  issued 
until  they  meet  my  approbation. 

Judge  Read  is  in  a  nervous  condition  at  Sartain's  delay. 
He  thinks  the  engraving  good,  and  wanted  some  copies 
yesterday,  but  as  I  am  juJgf  in  this  case,  I  would  not 
consent. 

As  soon  as  the  plate  is  ready  for  printing  from,  which 
I  think  will  be  tomorrow  or  on  Monday  next,  copies  will 
be  sent  to  you  without  delay. 

Please  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
I  am  dear  sir,  your  friend  &  servant, 

y.    Henry  Bro-zvr:. 

l*.  S.  Mr.  Lincoln's  friends  here  are  in  high  spirits  and 
full  of  hope. 

Major  William  H.  Lambert,  the  owner  of 
the  ambrotype  reproduced  on  page  491,  which 
was  taken  as  a  guide  to  the  artist  in  painting 
the  miniature,  writing  under  date  of  Phila- 
delphia, September  9, 1!X38,  says:  ' '  The  mini- 
ature was  copied  by  Sartain  in  a  mezzotint 
extensively  sold  during  the  campaign.  After 
the  election  and  Lincoln's  growth  of  a  beard, 
the  whiskers  were  superimposed  on  the  same 
plate  and  prints  therefrom  sold." 

LINCOLN  AS  LAWYER 

The  portrait  on  page  480  is  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  of  the  early  portraits  of  Lincoln, 
and  is  here  shown  in  an  admirable  woodcut  by 


the  late  Thomas  Johnson.  From  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Robcit  T.  Lincoln,  dated  November 
2\,  ]H96,  we  quote  the  following  reference- 
to  the  original:  "The  proofs  mentioned  in 
your  favor  of  the  RSih  inst.  have  come,  and  I 
am  \ery  much  pleased  with  the  work  of  your 
artist.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  you  any 
positive  information  as  to  the  date  of  the 
original  daguerreotype,  and  there  is  probably 
no  one  living  who  can  do  so.  I  was  born  in 
1843,  and  can  only  say  that  I  remember  it  as 
being  in  my  father's  house  as  far  back  as  I 
can  remember  anything  there.  My  own  mere 
guess  is  that  it  was  made  either  in  St.  Louis 
or  Washington  City  during  my  father's  term 
in  Congress — which  practically  began  in  De- 
cember, 1847,  and  ended  in  March,  1849. 
I  mention  St.  Louis  because  I  think  it  was  in 
those  days  an  important  stage  in  the  j(jurney 
to  the  Capitol." 

THE   I'HOTOGRAI'H  TAKEN   IN  1859 

The  history  of  this  remarkable  portrait  is  de- 
scribed as  follows  by  Mr.  Francis  J.  Garri- 
son, brother  of  Mr.  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
the  owner  of  the  copy  of  the  photograph  re- 
produced on  page  482: 

"  The  history  of  the  picture  is  as  follows: 
During  the  presidential  campaign  of  18(j(), 
Mr.  Charles  Sprague,  the  banker-poet  of 
Boston,  saw  this  photf)graph  in  a  small  slujp 
on  Washington  Street  in  this  city,  and  was 
so  struck  by  it  that  he  purchased  it.  V'ears 
later  he  gave  it  to  a  lady  ( the  sister  of  his 
son's  wife)  who  in  turn  ga\  e  it  to  my  brother. 
The  latter  did  not  think  much  of  it  until  one 
day  my  brother,  the  late  W.  P.  Garrison,  savr 
it,  and  at  once  became  enthusiastic  over  it, 
telling  my  brother  William  that  he  possessed 
a  prize.  When  Carl  Scluirz's  little  essay  on 
Lincoln  was  first  published,  a  small  photo- 
gra\'ure  reproduction  of  it  was  made  for  that 
book.  Then  Gustav  Krucll  engra\ed  it  on 
wood  for  '  Harper's  Magazine,'  and  when 
that  appeared,  it  was  seen  by  Hesler,  a  Chi- 
cago photographer,  who  thereupon  remem- 
bered that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  negative 
of  Lincoln  taken  by  him  in  18(30  and  long 
stored  away  and  forgotten.  He  brought  this 
to  light,  and  it  is  the  remarkable  portrait  of 
Lincoln  which  Nicolay  &:  Hay  chose  as  the 
best  of  all  and  used  as  the  frontispiece  of 
their  '  Life  of  Lincoln  '  [reproduced  here  on 
page  486].  Later  wc  were  informed  by  Mr. 
Herbert  W.  Fay,  of  DeKalb,  111.,  who  has  a 
large  collection  of  Lincoln  portraits,  that 
my  brother's  photograph  was  made  by  S.  M. 
Fassett,  of  Chicago,  in  October,  18.S9,  and 
that  the  negative  was  lost  in  the  great  Chi- 
cago fire  of  1871.  Mr.  Fay  has  a  print  which 
is  either  from  the  same  negative  or  from  one 
taken  at  the  same  sitting.  Rajon,  the  French 
etcher,  based  his  portrait  of  Luicoln  on  this 
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'  photograph,  but  changed*  the  face  very  mate- 
rially. KriicU  made  a  strong  wood-engraving 
of  it,  in  line  with  his  portraits  of  Grant, 
Sherman,  Webster,  Darwin,  etc.  A.  W.  El- 
son  has  published  a  life-size  photogravure 
head  from  it,  and  a  photogravure  reproduc- 
tion of  it  has  lately  been  made  for  Alonzo 
Rothschild's  "  Lincoln,  Master  of  Men."  1 
am  bound  to  say  that  there  is  something  in  the 
original  photograph  (which  itself  shows  signs 
of  having  been  slightly  retouched)  which 
none  of  the  reproductions  have  caught.  Mr. 
Holman's  photograph  of  it  is  excellent,  but 
even  that  I  found  on  comparison  not  so  sat- 
isfying as  the  original,  which  is  smaller  than 
this  print." 

THE    HEALY   PORTRAIT 

In  connection  with  the  Healy  portrait  owned 
by  Robert  T.  l-incoln,  and  reproduced  on 
page    5UL    it    is    interesting    to    know    that 


another  Healy  portrait  is  owned  by  the  Hon. 
William  D.  Wasliburne  of  Minnesota,  who  in 
a  letter  dated  July  2'A,  ]ll()8,  writes  : 

"  The  portrait  to  which  you  refer  is  not  a 
'  replica  '  of  the  portrait  of  Liiic(jln,  in  the 
possession  of  his  son,  Robert  Lincoln.  This 
portrait  of  mine  was  matle  from  sketches  made 
of  Lincoln  at  City  I^jint,  just  before  the  close 
of  the  War.  I  cannot  recall  exactly  the  time 
when  it  was  painted,  but  I  should  say,  earlier 
than  187L  Tliis  portrait  was  ordered  by 
my  brother,  E.  B.  Wasliburne  for  him  and 
myself,  which  we  had  intended  to  place  in  a 
library  at  our  old  home  in  Maine,  but  which 
was  never  done,  and  later  I  purchased  of  his 
heirs  his  interest  in  the  portrait.  This  is 
about  all  I  know  of  the  transaction.  Mr. 
Robert  Lincoln,  when  he  saw  my  portrait  of 
his  father  in  1896,  said  that  the  two  are  almost 
exactly  alike,  and  imagined  they  were  painted 
from  the  same  general  sketches  that  were  made 
at  City  Point." 


Dr..wii  h)  J.  R.  Sliaitr 

INTERMITIENT    MEMORY 

Customer:  Please,  Mister,  1  can't  remember  what  Ma 
sent  me  for,  but  you  can  ^ive  me  two  cents'  worth  o'  peijper- 
mint  candy,  'cause  slie  said  1  could  keep  the  change. 


A  Song  of  the  Sea=Folk 

GO,  sail  your  tanks!     Who  was  it  spanned 
the  seas. 
Logged  them  and  sounded  them,  ga\e  you 
course  and  chart? 
Hudson,  Cook,  Franklin — have  ye  men  like 
these  ? 
Lord!  Ye  can  follow.  Leading  was  our  part  I 

Load  in  your  cargoes ;  take  them  where  ye  like ; 
We  've  taught  the  fcarof  Godand  law  of  man 
To   black,  brown,  yellow — taught  with  shell 
and  pike. 
Your  flag  flies  safe  where  our  flag  led  the 
van. 

Get  up  your  anchors,  trim  your  yards  and  go ; 
But  when  the  capstan  's  manned  or  sail  is 
furled, 
Whose  songs  d'ye  sing?     The  gray-backed 
billows  know 
Our  English  chanteys  right  around  the 
world. 

Then  launch  your  ships,  and  take  the  open 
seas. 
Man  !     There  's  the  struggle  that  no  folk 
avoids 
By  coddling  coastwise  laws  and  subsidies — 
Ship  to  ship,  mark  ye!  kow  d'ye  class  at 
Lloyd's? 

Charles  Bii.xloii  Going. 
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Meredith  Read  contributes  some  personal  ex- 
periences wliicli  include  a  description  of  hia 
flrst  impressions  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  meeting 
him  on  the  special  train  that  carried  the  Presi- 
dent-elect to  the  Capital. 

Mr.  Lincoln  called  me  to  a  seat  by  liis  side,  and, 
after  particular  inquiries  about  luy  fatber,aud  char- 
atteristic  recognition  of  my  nerviees  during  the  El- 
ectoral campaign,  he  began  to  enlarge  upon  the 
gravity  of  his  position,  the  respKUBibilities  press- 
ing upon  him,  and  the  waves  which  seemed  rising 
in  his  path.  As  he  talked  his  great  soul  looked 
out  at  me  through  his  wonderful  eyes,  and!  found 
myself  drawn  toward  him  by  a  sympathy  which 
was  as  natural  as  it  was  spontaneous  und  profound. 
He  spoke  of  the  Soutli  with  compassion  und  sor- 
row. He  said  that  (iod's  arm  was  strong  and  that 
he  looked  to  his  hand  for  guidance.  That  the  na- 
tion had  reached  the  entrance  to  a  broad  and  a 
narrow  way.  The  first  was  the  easiest  but  it  led 
to  destruction.  For  his  own  part  he  would  stick  to 
the  latter,  which  he  believed  to  be  the  one  which, 
under  the  dii;ection  of  the  Almighty,  would  lead 
us  out  of  the  woods.  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  culm  and 
cheerful.  Her  two  younger  children  occupied 
much  of  her  attention,  but  she  found  time  to  min- 
gle in  general  conversation  and  to  say  many  agree- 
able things.  "Little  Bob,"  as  he  was  then  called, 
was  the  life  of  the  party,  and  his  boyish  pranks 
called  fleeting  smiles  to  his  father's  somewhat  sad 
face. 

Gen  Read's  fatlier  had  Mr.  Lincoln's  first 
portrait  painted  by  Mr.  J.  Henry  Brown.  This 
was  engraved  by  Samuel  Sartin,  and  it  is  said, 
"this  admirable  print  did  much  toward  elect- 
ing Mr.  Lincoln."  Some  years  later  when  Mr. 
Read,  8r.,  was  dining  at  the  White  House,  Mrs. 
Lincoln  said,  "Judge,  the  portrait  you  ordered 
painted  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  is  the  best  ever  made 
of  my  husband.  1  often  wish  it  were  mine." 
"  It  is  entirely  at  your  service.  Madam." 
"  When  will  you  send  it  to  me.  Judge  V"  "As 
soon  as  I  reach  home,  Madam."  The  miniature 
was  sent  with  regret  it  is  confessed,  "as  it 
would  have  filled  a  niche  in  the  library  by  the 
side  of  President  Andrew  Jackson,  also 
painted  from  life." 


Lincoln 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    IN    i860. — HITHERTO    UNPUBLISHED. 

From  an  ambrotype  taken  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  i860,  and  given  by  Lincoln  to  J.  Henry  Brown, 
a  miniature  artist  who  had  gone  to  Springfield  to  paint  a  portrait  of  the  President  for  Judge  Read  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  ambrotype  is  now  in  a  collection  in  Boston.  A  companion  picture,  made  at  the 
same  time,  is  owned  by  Mr.  William  H.  Lambert  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  reproduced 
as  the  frontispiece  to  McClure's  Magazine  for  March,  1896  (see  note  to  this  frontispiece). 


ABRAHAM   LINCOLN 

Miniature  (size  of  the  original)  painted  on  ivory  from  life  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  i860,  by 

John  Henry  Brown,  at  the  request  of  Judge  John  M.  Read,  of  Philadelphia. 

From  the  original  owned  by  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Lincoln. 
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are  thrown  for  the  crime  of  witnessing  a  crime,  it 
convicts  the  civilization  of  the  age  with  a  combina- 
tion of  stupidity  and  heartlessness  that  had  better 
say  nothing  of  the  Czar  of  Russia  or  the  ferocious 
Kurds.  In  its  essential  injustice  and  inhumanity  it 
is  not  many  removes  from  the  lynchings  of  the 
South." 


THE  REAL  LINCOLN. 

The  "  McClure's  Early  Life  of  Lincoln,"  which  has 
just  been  published,  is  worthy  of  comment  in  these 
pages  for  several  reasons. 

1st.  It  contains  no  less  than  twenty  portraits  of 
Lincoln  ;  and  although  this  is  only  one-third  of  the 
number  that  will  appear  in  the  whole  life,  it  is  more 
than  twice  as  many  as  have  appeared  in  any  previous 
life.  Furthermore,  most  of  the  portraits  are  new  to 
the  public. 

2d.  There  are  a  large  number  of  entirely  fresh 
documents,  several  of  which  are  absolutely  essential 
to  a  full  understanding  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
some  of  which  make  it  necessary  to  revise  our  opin- 
ion of  Lincoln's  career. 

3d.  It  contains  a  remarkable  record  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Lincoln  family,  whose  services  to  the 
country  extended  through  nearly  a  century— a  cen- 
tury which  included  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 


Civil  War.  Lincoln  himself  was  ignorant  of  much 
of  the  history  we  have  given  about  his  ancestors  ; 
but  in  the  light  of  the  facts  set  forth,  his  career  is 
logical  and  easily  understood. 

4th.  We  have  shown  by  new  documents  that  Lin- 
coln's father  was  by  no  means  the  colorless  individ- 
ual we  have  hitherto  understood  him  to  be.  The 
reminiscences  of  Christopher  Columbus  Graham, 
first  published  in  this  volume,  together  with  records 
we  have  unearthed  in  Kentucky,  show  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  three  years  before 
his  marriage,  that  he  was  a  good  carpenter,  and 
that  he  was  held  in  esteem  by  his  neighbors  ;  while 
according  to  Mr.  Graham,  Thomas's  brother  Ivlorde- 
cai  (uncle  of  Abraham  Lincoln)  was  a  member  of  the 
Kentucky  legislature.  LI  is  two  sisters  married  into 
leading  families. 

5th.  In  regard  to  Lincoln  personally,  we  have 
shown  how  thoroughly  he  educated  himself,  so  that 
at  twenty-six  he  was  able  to  more  than  hold  his  own 
as  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois. 

It  does  not  detract  from  the  great  fame  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  show  that  he  was  a  worthy  son  of  a 
splendid  ancestry,  for  his  extraordinary  personality 
would  be  just  as  hard  to  account  for  had  he  been  a 
scion  of  the  most  notable  family  in  the  world.  When 
a  man  climbs  the  Matterhorn  it  matters  little  whether 
he  began  his  journey  at  Zermatt  or  a  few  furlongs 
farther  on. 


LINCOLN    IN    i860— J.     HENRY    BROWN'S    JOURNAL. 


As  stated  in  the  note  to  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  which  makes  the  frontispiece  of  this  number  of  the 
Magazine,  the  late  J.  Henry  Brown,  who  went  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  i860,  and  painted  a  minia- 
ture of  Mr.  Lincoln  on  ivory,  left  at  his  death  a  manuscript  journal  which  contains  interesting  entries 
regarding  Mr.  Brown's  sojourn  in  Springfield  and  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln.  We 
print  herewith  this  part  of  the  journal  entire  : 


i860.  ■  AUGUST,    Continued. 

Springfield,  Illinois.     12.  Sunday.     Arrived  liere  at  three  o'clock  this  morning.     Wrote  some  letters. 


13 


17,  18 


23 


25 


Called  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  house  to  see  him.  As  he  was  not  in,  I  was  directed  to  the  Executive 
Chamber,  in  the  State  Capitol.  I  found  him  there.  Handed  him  my  letters  from  Judge 
Read.  He  at  once  consented  to  sit  for  his  picture.  We  walked  together  from  the  Executive 
Chamber  to  a  daguerrean  establishment.  I  had  a  half  dozen  of  ambrotypes  taken  of  him 
before  I  could  get  one  to  suit  me.  I  was  at  once  most  favorably  impressed  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 
In  the  afternoon  I  unpacked  my  painting  materials. 

Commenced  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture  ;  at  it  all  day. 

At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture. 

Mr.  Lincoln  gave  me  his  first  sitting,  in  the  library  room  of  the  State  Capitol.  Called  to  see 
Mrs.  Lincoln  ;  much  pleased  with  her.     Wrote  five  letters. 

At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture.     Received  an  invitation  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  take  tea  with  them. 

19.  Sunday.     Wrote  letters. 

20.  Mr.  Lincoln's  second  sitting.     Have  arranged  to  have  his  sittings  in  the  Representative  Chamber. 

21.  At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture.     Heard  from  home  ;  all  well. 

22.  Mr.  Lincoln's  third  sitting. 
At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  fourth  sitting. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  fifth  and  last  sitting.   The  picture  gives  great  satisfaction  ;  Mrs.  Lincoln  speaks  of  it 

in  the  most  extravagant  terms  of  approbation. 

26.  Sunday.     At  church.     Saw  Mr.  Lincoln  there.     I  hardly  know  how  to  express  the  strength  of 

my  personal  regard  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  I  never  saw  a  man  for  whom  I  so  soon  formed  an 
attachment,  I  like  him  much,  and  agree  with  him  in  all  things  but  his  politics.  He  is  kind  and 
very  sociable  ;  immensely  popular  among  the  people  of  Springfield  ;  even  those  opposed  to 
him  in  politics  speak  of  him  in  unqualified  terms  of  praise.  He  is  fifty-one  years  old,  six  feet 
four  inches  high,  and  weighs  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  There  are  so  many  hard  lines  in 
his  face  that  it  becomes  a  mask  to  the  inner  man.  His  true  character  only  shines  out  when  in 
an  animated  conversation,  or  when  telling  an  amusing  tale,  of  which  he  is  very  fond.  He  is 
said  to  be  a  homely  man  ;  I  do  not  think  so.  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  a  very  fine-looking  woman, 
apparently  in  excellent  health,  and  seems  to  be  about  forty  or  forty-five  years  of  age. 

27.  The  people  of  Springfield  who  have  seen  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture  speak  of  it  in  strong  terms  of 

approbation,  declaring  it  to  be  the  best  that  has  yet  been  taken  of  him.  Received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Lincoln  indorsing  the  picture;  also  one  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  expressing  her  unqualified 
satisfaction  with  it ;  also  one  from  Mr.  John  G.  Nicolay,  Mr.  Lincoln's  confidential  clerk  ;  and 
one  from  the  man  who  took  the  ambrotype.  This  would  be,  I  suppose,  the  proper  place  to 
say  a  word  about  Springfield,  the  prairie  city,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  It  is  a  very  pretty 
place  ;  the  streets  eighty  feet  wide.  It  contains  many  very  fine  buildings,  and  has  a  popu- 
lation of  about  ten  thousand. 


> 


r|p:      ^^'.JJ-J^^^ 


1^7  west   TOtn  Street, 
New  York  City. 


December  19,   19I6. 

Dear  Mr.McLellan, 

It  was  very  good  of  you  to  write  me 
a^out  the  different   matters.       Have  you  written  to 
Mr .perry  for  the  photographs,   or  shall  I? 

I  note  what  your  father  wrote  with 
much  interest.        The  Brown  miniature  is  now^owned 
hy  Rohert  T.Lincoln,  and  there   is  a  reproduction  of 
it    in  color  in  century  for  February   *09.       What  was  the 
other  oainting  he  mentions  as  heiiig  in  a  toook? 

I  have  heard  from  Mr.¥ilson  who  has,  the 
U.S.   proofs  and  essays  of  stamps,   and  will  prohahly  see 
him  in  the  near  futi^re.  i  wonder  if  you  vjould  care  to 

go  v/ith  me  when  I   see  them? 

Your  father's   reimrF  that  many  artists 
came  to  Springfield  to  paint  portraits  of  Lincoln  is 
interesting,  as  it   is  the  thing  now  to  say  that   previous 
to  his  nomination  Uincoln  was  unknown  and  there  was 
no  reason  for  painters  to  make  a  portrait   of  a  poor 
struggling,  unknown  lawyer. 

I  have  found  some  of  those  little 
hooks  of  mine  that  I  will  leave  with  you  w'hen  I  am 
passing  to-morrow  or  next   day.. 

Please  give  my  very  "best  regards  to 
Mrs.McLellan,   and  tell  her  that   I  enjoyed  my  little 
visit  very  much  ludaed. 

Cordially  yours, 

(signed)  ¥.  B.   Truesdell. 
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ALL  110  LINCOLN, 


Wasn't    Homely    Man,    Wrote 

Philadelphian  Who  Painted 

Miniature  of  President 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  not  a' 
homely  man,  according  to  a  Phila- 
delphia artLst,  who  painted  a  mini- 
ature of  him  in  1860. 

Within  the  yellowed  pages  of  a 
diary  owned  by  Paul  R.  Brown,  1520 
Spruce  Street,  is  chronicled  a  brief 
word  picture-  of  Lincoln  as  seen 
through  the  eyea  of  hia  artist 
father,  the  late  J.  Henry  Brown. 

"Lincoln  Is  said  to  be  a  homely 
man;  I  do  not  thjnk  so,"  wrote  Mr. 
Brown  in  his  diary."  He  is  51  years 
old,  six  feet  four  inches  high,  and 
weighs   160  pounds," 

Commissioned  by  Judge  John  M. 
Read,  of  Philadelphia,  to  paint  the 
Presidential  nominee,  Brown  went 
to  Springfield,  III.,  in  August,   1860. 

Everybody  Liked  Him 

In  the  diary  are  trenchant 
phrases  revealing  Lincoln's  char- 
aoteristics,  drawn  with  the  vivid 
insight  of  a  painter.  "I  never  saw 
a  man  for  whom  I  so  soon  formed 
an  attachment,"  he  wrote.  "He  is 
kind  and  very  sociable,  immensely 
popular  among  the  people  of 
Springfield;  even  those  opposed  to 
him  in  politics  speak  of  him  in  un- 
qualified praise. 

"There  are  so  m^ny  hard  lines  in 
his  face  that  It  becomes  a  mask  to 
the  inner  man.  His  true  characte;r 
only  shines  out  when  in  an  ani- 
mated conversation." 

Five  sittings  were  required  for 
completion  of  the  miniature,  which, 
according  to  Paul  R.  Brown,  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Lincoln's 
daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Robert  T. 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Brown  received  $175 
for  hi*  miniature. 

"My  father  was  a  self-made  man," 
said  Mr.  Brown.  "But  he  painted 
miniatures  of  persons  prominent  In 
the  social  and  political  life  of  the 
country.  Hundreds  of  them  were 
Pennsylvanians." 

In  the  National  Museum  In  i 
Washington  is  a  miniature  of  James ' 
Buchanan,  fifteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  painted  by 
Brown,  who  also  painted  President 
Buchanan's  niece,  Harriet  Lane 
Johnston,  White  House  hostess 
during  his  Administration. 

"John  Wilkes  Booth,  actor,  who 
shot  Lincoln,  was  my  father's  pa- 
tron," remarked  Mr.  Brown.  "In 
his  diary  Is  a  notation  that  Booth 
and  Lawrence  Barrett  (also  an 
actor)  were  walking  down  Chestnut 
Street  one  day  and  Booth  said, 
'Let's  go  in  and  see  Brown;  I'll 
have  him  copy  a  portrait  on  ivory.' " 
Written  with  meticulous  precision, 
the  diary  records  the  names  of  his 
patrons  as  they  multiplied  year  by 


year  between  1836  and  1891.  The 
big  leather-bound  book  forms  a 
social  register  of  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  Southern  cities. 

Mr.  Brown's  "sitters"  included 
Mrs  Theodore  Cadwalader,  Mrs. 
John  C.  Bullitt,  Mrs.  John  Wana- 
maker  A.  Campbell  Harris,  George 
Fales  Baker,  Miss  Helen  K.  Bullitt, 
George  H.  Baker  (who  had  a  horror 
of  black  clothes  for  men  or  women), 
Alexander  Henry,  Mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia; Mrs.  Charles  Pepper  and 
j  Richard   Wistar. 

Other  Philadelphlans 
Also  noted  are  the  names  of  Alex- 
ander  Biddle,   William   Weithtman, , 
J    D.  Lankenau,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Drexel,| 
Miss  Rebecca  Biddle,  Miss  Catharine  . 
Ashurst    former   Governor   Francis,' 
of  Rhode  Island;   R.  J-  C.  Walker,  ^ 
of   Williamsport,   and   Joseph    Hop- 
kinson,  author  of  "Hail  Columbia." 
"Planters    from    the    South    and 
beautiful   belles   of   Southern   cities 
engaged  the  (services  of  my  father 
two    years    in    advance,'    said    Mr. 
Brown      "Many    of    his   miniatures 
were  on  exhibit  at  the  PhUadelphia 
Centennial  In  1876. 

"Born  in  Lancaster  in  1818,  he  en- 
tered Arthur  Armstrong's  painting 
room  when  he  was  18,  but  was  set 
immediately  to  work  painting  signs 
He  never  had  any  instruction,  but 
at  26  launched  his  career  as  a 
painter  of  miniatures,  moving  later 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  set  up  a 
studio    ,at    207     South    Thirteenth 

The  artist's  last  entry  in  the 
diary  July  12,  1889,  is  one  short 
line-  '  "Stopped  wearing  a  wig."  His 
son,  graduate  in  law"  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvamia,  class  of 
'98,  was  for  many  years  a  stenog- 
rapher in  Orphans  Court  and  is 
now  resuming  the  practice  of  law. 
He  will  present  the  Interesting  diary 
to  a  national  or  State  museum. 
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HiBU  Carljrl«.S.  Ba«r 
1765  Euclid  Bt,  LV. 
Ifoiblngton^  2).  C. 

Sear  Mudaat 


flhank  you  yery  auch  for  your  letter  with  ref«»reiioe 
to  the  miniature  of  Ahrfthttm  tlncoln.     tf  you  vlll  refer  to 
the  Centuxy  Masftslne  f (W  Februazy  190^  jon  vlll  find  a  colorea 
reyroductloo  of  the  JoHtn  Henrr  Broun  i^^oHralt  of  Abraham  |«laoola* 

tou  vlll  find  enoloeed,  vhltith  I  vould  like  very  i«ueh 
to  send  you  la  ezehangfi  for  your  plotul!^  of  the  Miniature » 
two  photographs  vhloh  irere  made,  aa  Z  undex^tand^  for  ift*.  %'s?am 
lAille  he  vaa  In  Sprlnfi^f  leld  litaklng    the  alnlat^tre  of  the 
President. 

le    sVateat^t  Mr.  Lincoln  gare  him  i^l^e  sittings .  Bo 
dees  not  eoBDieiat  on  having  made  more  than  one  miniature  Mid  that 
one  Is  In  posseslilem  (»f  the  family  of  Eonorabl le  Robert  T*  LlVicoln. 

1       '  :,i  vs 

I  do  nolti  think  ve  would  vlsh  to  ao^/uire  any  of  th^»  St^ 
booikB  as  that  Is  Just  a  little  bit  out  of  ^<at  line  In  colteotlng. 
Thank  you,  nevertheless,  for  calling  them  m  our  attention. 

If  you  ever  dispose  of  your  miniature  vould  you  kliK^ly 
advise  us  vbo  has  ao^iilred  It. 


^1 


Very  trul^r  yours  1 


UV:EB 


]>lre«l#i 


\ 


P.  S,   -      Of  course  I  VlU  be  very  glad  Indexed  to  ret^^n  the 
photograj^  of  yo^r  mlni'Ature  If  you  feel  you  wuld  irllth  io  have 
It,  but  In  any  case  yott  may  retain  the  photograpbeve  Hire  for* 
iwardlng. 
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468.     [TYLER,  JOHN.]  L.  (printed)  to  President  Tyler.     Rochester,  13 
November  18^3.     1  page,  folio.  $35-oo 


Approval  of  Tyler's  Veto  of  the  National 
Bank  Charier  Bill.  This  copy  is  dated  in 
manuscript,  .and  bears  the  signatures  o£  ten 
Democrats  of  Rochester.  The  undersigned  on 
looking  over  your  past  and  present  political 
life,  take  great  pleasure  in  declaring  that  they 
believe  you  to  be  a  true  desciple  of  the  Jefferson 


School.  .  .  .  As  the  undersigned  had  seen  how 
turnultuously  the  people  rallied  around  Gen. 
Jackson  when  he  vetoed  the  Bank,  and  re- 
elected him  to  the  Presidency  almost  by  ac- 
clamation, they  felt  convinced  that  the  people 
would  do  the  same  for  President  Tyler  that 
they   had  done  for  President  Jackson.  .  .  , 


Abraham  Lincoln  as  Seen  by  the  Artist  Who  Painted  His  Portrait 

469.     BROWN,  J.  HENRY.     A.  MS.     Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  and  other 
places,  18^4  to  i88p.    Approximately  450  pages,  folio.  $675.00 


Journal  of  the  Famous  Artist  Who  Painted 
Lincoln's  Minl\ture.  The  full  business  and 
personal  records  of  John  Henry  Brown,  well 
known  artist,  with  many  references  to  Lincoln, 
whose  miniature  he  executed  in  i860  before  the 
presidential  election.  Excerpts  from  the  por- 
tions relating  to  the  President  include:  Judge 
Read  sent  for  me  this  morning.  He  wishes  me 
to  go  to  Springfield,  Illinois  at  his  own  expense 
to  paint  a  picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
Republican   Candidate  for  President.  .  .  . 

Important  Recollections  of  Lincoln.  In 
Springfield  on  August  13,  he  writes:  Called  at 
Mr.  Lincolns  house  to  see  him.  As  he  was  not  in 
I  was  directed  to  the  Executive  Chamber,  in 
the  State  Capitol.  I  found  him  there.  Handed 
him  my  letters  from  Judge  Read.  He  at  once 
consented  to  sit  for  his  picture.  We  walked  to- 
gether from  the  Executive  Chamber  to  a 
Daguerrian  establishment.  I  had  a  half  dozen 
of  Ambrotypes  taken  of  him  before  I  could  get 
one  to  suit  me.  I  ivas  at  once,  most  favourably 
impressed  with  Mr.  Lincoln  .  .  .  August  26: 
Sunday,  At  Church.  Saw  Mr  Lincoln  there.  I 
hardly  know  how  to  express  the  strength  of  my 
personal  regard  for  Mr  Lincoln.  I  never  saw 
a  man  for  whom  I  so  soon  formed  an  attach- 


ment. I  like  him  much  ir  agree  with  him  in  all 
things,  but  his  Politics.  He  is  kind  &  very  soci- 
able, immensely  popular  among  the  people  of 
Springfield,  even  those  opposed  to  him  in  poli- 
tics speak  of  him  in  unqualified  terms  of  praise. 
He  is  57  years  old.  6  feet  ^  inches  high  &  weighs 
i6o  pounds.  There  are  so  many  hard  lines  in 
his  face  that  it  becomes  a  mask  to  the  inner 
man.  His  true  character  only  shines  out  when 
in  an  animated  conversation  or  when  telling  an 
amusing  tale,  of  which  he  is  very  fond.  He  is 
said  to  be  a  homely  man,  I  do  not  think  so. 
Mrs  Lincoln  is  a  very  fine  looking  woman, 
apparently  in  excellent  health  6-  seems  to  be 
about  ^o  or  ^5  years  of  age.  August  27:  The 
people  of  Springfield  who  have  seen  Mr  Lin- 
colns picture,  speak  of  it  in  strong  terms  of  ap- 
probation, declaring  it  to  be  the  best  that  has 
yet  been  taken  of  him.  Received  a  letter  from 
Mr  Lincoln  indorsing  the  picture,  also  one 
from  Mrs  Lincoln  expressing  her  unqualified 
satisfaction  with  it,  also  from  Mr  John  G 
Nicolay,  Mr  Lincolns  confidential  Clerk  .  .  . 
With  the  journal  is  the  Lincoln  Centennial 
Number  of  the  Century  Illustrated  Monthly 
Magazine  for  February  1909,  containing  a  re- 
production of  the  famous  miniature. 


470.  BUCHANAN,  JAMES.    A.L.S.  to  Messrs.  T.  &  J.  W.  Johnson.  Senate 
Chamber,  [Washingt07i,]  4  June  T8^.f.     1  page,  4to.  $12.50 

Announcing   that   the  Resolution    in  favor  of      and  that  he  would  move  to  amend  it  by  sub- 
Messrs  Little  &  Brown  luas  before  the  Senate,       stituting  your  name  and  reducing  the  price. 

471.  BUCHANAN,  JAMES.     A.L.S.  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Horn.     Washington, 
8  June  1844.    1  page,  8vo.  $i5-oo 

The   nomination   of  Mr.    Winters   has  not  yet       he  is  rejected  or  confirmed,  I  shall  inform  you 
been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate.  The  moment      of  it. 

472.  POLK,  JAMES  K.    A.L.S.  to  Col.  Samuel  H.  Loughlin.    Columbia, 
Tcnn.,  5  August  1844.     ii/^  pages,  410,  with  address.  $65.00 

Newspaper  Support  in  Politics.  In  preparation       President    Polk    here    gives    suggestions    to    a 
for  the  election  of  18.44  '"  which  he  was  elected       friendly  editor  about  political  strateg)'.  Lough- 

.  123.  ■•       . 


The  New=York  Historical  Society 

founded  in   1804 

170  Central  Park  West 
R   W   G.  Vail  Charles  E.  Baker 

Director  NeW    YoRK.    24,   N.  Y.  Editor 

October  7,  1958 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Building 
1301  S.  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

We  intend  to  publish  an  article  on  Abraham  Lincoln  as  viewed  by 
the  New  York  Press  in  1S60,  One  of  the  newspaper  accounts  cited 
mentions  a  miniature  portrait  on  ivory  painted  in  i860  by  J.  Henry 
Brown  which  Lincoln  reportedly  found  "more  satisfactory  thany  any 
portrait  of  him"  yet  done, 

Wilson's  Lincoln  in  Portraiture  (New  York:  1935)  states  that  the 
miniature  was  then  owned  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  daughter.  The  Frick 
Art  Reference  Library  has  a  color  photograph  of  it  as  owned  by  the 
estate  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  you 
may  now  have  the  miniature  in  your  collection  of  Lincoln  material.  If 
so,  we  should  appreciate  securing  a  glossy  photograph  of  it  from  you, 
billed  to  the  Society,  for  reproduction  with  the  article  referred  to 
above.  We  will  of  course  give  credit  for  this  in  the  caption  under 
the  picture  in  whatever  form  you  desire. 

If  you  do  not  own  the  miniature,  we  should  appreciate  whatever 
help  you  can  give  us  in  locating  it. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Theresa  A.  Czajkowska 
Assistant  Editor 
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OctoT:)®r  10,  1958 


Miss  ^eafdsa  A.  CzaSkanmlm 
»Che  Hew-Yocpk  Histarical  Society 
170  Ceotral  Park  Vest 
Hevf  York  2ij-,  "Smr  York 

H&sof  W.0&  CEOjkowuka: 

I  have  your  letter  of  Octolsa?  7  asa^i  I  note  ;dLtli  interest  that  you 

plan  to  pu'blish  aa  $(rtlcle  on  Ab'^ahaa,  Lincoln  In  relation  to  the 
Ne^f  York  Presa  in  the  ye^  i860.  I  regret  to  spy  that  ve  do  not 
own  the  adMatiire.  portrait  on  i^'ory  painted  ia  lB(Co  by  J»  Henry 
Broim* 

We  do  however  have  q[ulte  sa  inter estiag  file  oa  J.  E^mry  Srown.  la 
this  file  I  find  a  letter  datsd  STovaEiber  22j  19J^0  addreGssd  to  the 

Foimdatioa  offering  the  mSjoX^tux®  for  sale.  !Sie  06m«3r  of  the  niaiatisre 
was  Carlyle  S.  Ba«r^  1763  BucMd  Street,  H.  '•'•j.  Warshington^  D,  C. 
la  this  letter  l!r.  Baer  states  that  "I  am  enclosias  herewith  a  photo- 
gyaph  of  the  miniature  painted  on  iv^ary  of  Lincoln  which  is  in  lay 
possession."  I  ccaa  give  you  a  photostat  of  this  correspondeiKse  if 
you  are  iAteK-ssted . 

I  have  no  idea  whether  cap  not  I*:-.  I^ar  is  still  li^ijag. 

YoiSPs  sincerely^ 


ba&  Director 

P.S.  ^e  have  an  interesting  photogregoh  of  the  miniature  portrait* 

HGH 


The  New-York  Historical 

Society 

FOUNDED    IN    1804 

R.  W.  G.  VA.L                           170   Central  Park  West 

Director                                                   NEW   YoRK  24,  N.  Y. 

Charles  E.   Baker 
Editor 

October  22^,  1958 

Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr,  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  informative  letter  of 
October  10th,  helping  us  to  locate  the  owner 
of  an  Abraham  Lincoln  miniature,  Mr.  Carlyle  S. 
Baer  •f  Washington,  D.C. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Baer  (who  now  resides  at 
3333  McKinley  Street,  N.W.)  and  received  a 
courteous  reply  explaining  his  attribution  mf 
the  miniature  he  owns  to  J.  Hemj^Brown^  together 
with  a  photograph  of  that~portrait.  However,  it 
is  not  the  •ne  done  by  Brown  in  I860  for  Judge 
Reed  which  passed  into  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 
estate. 


Yours  sincerely, 

Theresa  A.  Czajkowska 
Assistant  Editor 


-;-^i.'X 


incolnldore 


Itulh-lin    of    The    Linruln    INalional    Life    Foundation     .     .     .     Dr.    R.    (^eruld    MoMurlrv,    Editor 
Tuhli^hi'd   each   month   bv    The    Lincoln    National    Life   Insurance   (Company,   Fort   Wayne,   Indiana 


Number  1470 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


August,  1960 


JOHN  HENRY  BROWN'S  MINIATURE  PORTRAIT  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Judgre  John  M.  Read  of  Philadelphia,  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  became  disgusted  during 
the  18G0  presidential  campaign  with  the  horrible  carica- 
tures of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Republican  presidential 
candidate.  So  at  his  own  exjiense  he  sent  John  Henry 
Brown,  a  Philadelphia  artist,  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  to 
paint  Lincoln's  picture.  The  cost  of  this  venture  was 
approximately  $300,  the  price  of  the  painting  alone  being 
$175.  Judge  Read's  instruction  to  his  artist  was  to  make 
a  good-looking  picture  of  the  "Railsplitter"  whether  the 
subject  would  justify  it  or  not. 

Brown  went  to  S})ringfield  with  a  great  deal  of  ai^pre- 
hension  that  he  would  have  difficulty  in  making  a  good 
picture  if  the  subject  were  really  ugly.  He  was  very 
happy  upon  seeing  Lincoln  to  discover  that  he  was  not 
at  all  such  a  man  as  had  been  represented,  and  instead 
of  making  a  picture  he  would  only  have  to  make  a 
portrait. 

The  artist  kept  a  diary  which  eventually  became  the 
property  of  his  son,  Paul  R.  Brown,  according  to  the 
Evoiivg  Public  Ledger  of  February  10,  1937.  The  Foun- 
dation has  been  able  to  secure  photographs  of  the  origi- 
nal diary  pages  written  in  August,  1860.  The  diary  re- 
veals that  Brown  arrived  in  Springfield  at  three  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  August  12th.  He  aT)parently  left 
the  Illinois  capital  about  August  27th  as  his  last  Lincoln 
entry  bears  the  above  mentioned  date. 


On  Monday,  August  13th,  Brown  called  on  Lincoln  and 
presented  him  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Judge 
Read.  Lincoln  consented  to  sit  for  a  portrait.  The  artist's 
first  step  was  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Lincoln  have  some 
photograiihs  taken  and  they  visited  a  studio  where  a  half 
dozen  ambrotypes  were  made  by  Preston  Butler  before 
Brown  could  get  one  to  suit  his  purpose.  Some  of  these 
photogra))hs  have  been  classified  (see  Meserve  Nos.  29, 
30  and  120.  Lorant  Nos.  31  and  33).  One  of  the  original 
ambrotypes  eventually  became  the  jiroperty  of  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Another  am- 
brotype  was  jiurchased  by  William  H.  Lambert  from 
W.  P.  Brown  of  Philadelphia.  The  jihotograph  designated 
as  Meserve  No.  120  (see  Lorant  No.  31)  is  in  the  Ida 
M.  Tarbell  Collection  at  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Lincoln  gave  Brown  five  sittings  and  the  miniature 
portrait  proved  satisfactory.  Mrs.  Lincoln,  according  to 
the  artist,  spoke  of  it  "in  the  most  extravagant  terms 
of  apjirobation."  In  fact,  the  artist  received  letters  from 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  ex)>ressing  their  satisfaction 
with  the  portrait.  John  G.  Nicolay,  the  future  president's 
confidential  secretary  also  expressed,  by  letter  to  the 
artist,  his  ajiproval  of  the  portrait. 

Nicolay's  enthusiasn:  about  Brown's  portrait  was  best 
expressed  in  a  letter  he  wrote  his  fiancee  Therena  Bates 
on  August  26,  1860: 


i860.  AUGUST,    Continued. 

Springfield,  Illinois.     12.  Sund.iy.     Arrived  here  at  three  o'clock  this  morning.     Wrote  some  letters. 

"  13.  Called  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  house  to  see  him.     As  he  was  not  in,  I  was  directed  to  the  E.xecutive 

Chamber,  in  the  State  Capitol.  I  found  him  there.  Handed  him  my  letters  from  Judge 
Read.  He  at  once  consented  to  sit  for  his  picture.  We  wallced  together  from  the  fc;.xecutive 
Chamber  to  a  daguerrean  establishment.  I  had  a  half  dozen  of  ambrotypes  taken  of  him 
before  I  could  get  one  to  suit  me.  I  was  at  once  most  favorably  impressed  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 
In  the  afternoon  I  unpacked  my  painting  materials. 

"  "  14.  Commenced  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture  ;  at  it  all  day. 

"  "  15.  At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture. 

"  "  16.  Mr.  Lincoln  gave  me  his  first   sitting,  in  the  library  room  of  the  State  Capitol.     Called  to  see 

Mrs.  Lincoln  ;  much  pleased  with  her.     Wrote  five  letters. 

"  "      17,  18.  At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture.     Received  an  invitation  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  take  tea  with  them. 

"  "  19.  Sunday.     Wrote  letters. 

"  "  20.  Mr.  Lincoln's  second  sitting.     Have  arranged  to  have  his  sittings  in  the  Representative  Chamber. 

"  "  21.  At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture.     Heard  from  home  ;  all  well. 

"  "  22.  Mr.  Lincoln's  third  sitting. 

"  "  23.  At  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture. 

"  "  24.  Mr.  Lincoln's  fourth  sitting. 

"  "  25.  Mr.  Lincoln's  fifth  and  last  sitting.   The  picture  gives  great  satisfaction  ;  Mrs.  Lincoln  speaks  of  it 

in  the  most  extravagant  terms  of  approbation. 

"  "  26.  Sunday.     At  church.     Saw  Mr.  Lincoln  there.     I  hardly  know  how  to  express  the  strength  of 

my  personal  regard  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  1  never  saw  a  man  for  whom  I  so  soon  formed  an 
attachment.  I  like  him  much,  and  agree  with  him  in  all  things  but  his  politics.  He  is  kind  and 
very  sociable;  immensely  popular  among  the  people  of  Springfield;  even  those  opposed  to 
him  in  politics  speak  of  him  in  unqualified  terms  of  praise.  He  is  fifty-one  years  old,  six  feet 
four  inches  high,  and  weighs  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  There  are  so  many  hard  lines  in 
his  face  that  it  becomes  a  mask  to  the  inner  man.  His  true  character  only  shines  out  when  in 
an  animated  conversation,  or  when  telling  an  amusing  tale,  of  which  he  is  very  fond.  He  is 
said  to  be  a  homely  man  ;  I  do  not  think  so.  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  a  very  fine-looking  woman, 
apparently  in  excellent  health,  and  seems  to  be  about  forty  or  forty-five  years  of  age. 

'■  '*  27.  The  people  of  Springfield   who  have  seen  Mr.  Lincoln's  picture  speak  of  it  in  strong  terms  of 

approbation,  declaring  it  to  be  the  best  that  has  yet  been  taken  of  him.  Received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Lincoln  indorsing  the  picture;  also  one  from  Mrs.  Lincoln  expressing  her  unqualified 
satisfaction  with  it ;  also  one  from  Mr.  John  G.  Nicolay,  Mr.  Lincoln's  confidential  clerk  ;  and 
one  from  tlie  man  who  took  the  ambrotype.  This  would  be,  I  suppose,  the  proper  place  to 
say  a  word  about  Springfield,  the  prairie  city,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  It  is  a  very  pretty 
place  ;  the  .streets  eighty  feet  wide.  It  contains  many  very  fine  buildings,  and  has  a  popu- 
lation of  about  ten  thousand. 


McClure's    Mafiazini:,    March    18118,    featured    those    pases    of    Brown's   diary   which  deal   with   the  artist's  contacts   with    Lincoln. 


LINCOLN     LORE 


The  Lincoln  miniature  painted  on  ivory  from  life  at  SpiinKfield, 
Illinois,  in  1860,  by  John  Henry  Brown,  at  the  request  of  Judne  John 
M.  Read  of  Philadelphia.  This  print  appeared  (the  size  of  the 
oriyinal)  in  natural  colors  in  The  Ci-ntuni  Magazine  of  February, 
1909.  The  caption  stated  that  the  ori.ttinal  was  owned  by  the  Hon. 
Robert   T.    Lincoln. 

"Did  you  ever  see  a  real  pretty  miniature?  I  do  not 
mean  either  an  ambrotype,  a  daguerreotype  or  photo- 
graph, but  a  regular  miniature  painted  on  ivory.  Well, 
a  Philadelphia  artist  (Brown,  his  name  is),  has  just  been 
painting  one  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  is  both  very  pretty 
and  very  truthful — decidedly  the  best  picture  of  him 
that  I  have  seen.  It  is  about  twice  as  large  as  a  common 
quarter-size  daguerreotype  or  ambrotype,  but  so  well  exe- 
cuted that  when  magnified  to  life  size  one  cannot  dis- 
cover any  defects  or  brush  mai'ks  on  it  at  all.  It  gives 
something  of  an  idea  of  what  a  painter — I  main  a  real 
artist,  can  do.  It  has  been  painted  for  Judge  Read  of 
Philadelphia,  who  has  become  so  disgusted  with  the 
horrible  carcicatures  of  Mr.  Lincoln  which  he  has  seen 
that  he  went  to  the  expense  of  sending  this  artist  all  the 
way  out  here  to  paint  this  picture,  which  will  probably 
cost  him  some  $.300.,  the  price  of  the  painting  alone 
being  $175.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  the  artist  today.  .  .  He 
says  that  the  impression  prevails  East  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
is  very  ugly,  an  impression  which  the  published  pictures 
of  him  of  course  all  confirm.  Read  however  had  an  idea 
that  it  could  hardly  be  so — but  was  bound  to  have  a  good 
looking  picture,  and  therefore  instructed  the  artist  to 
make  it  good  looking  whether  the  original  would  justify 
it  or  not.  The  artist  says'  he  came  with  a  good  deal  of 
foreboding  that  he  would  have  difficulty  in  making  a 
picture  under  these  conditions.  He  says  he  was  very 
happy  when  on  seeing  him  he  found  that  he  was  not  at 
all  such  a  man  as  had  been  represented,  but  that  instead 
of  making  a  picture  he  would  only  have  to  paint  a  por- 
trait to  satisfy  Judge  Read.  He  will  go  back  home  as 
agreeably  disappointed  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  manners,  refine- 
ment and  general  characteristics,  as  in  his  personal  ap- 
pearance." 

After  Brown  returned  to  Philadelphia  his  miniature 
portrait  was  deemed  worthy  of  wide  circulation  and  the 
painting  was  copied  by  Samuel  Sartain,  a  skillful  en- 
graver, in  a  mezzotint  and  was  sold  extensively  during 
the  campaign.  However,  before  the  mezzotint  was  placed 
on  sale  there  was  considerable  ajijirehension,  on  the  part 
of  the  politicians,  about  the  delay.   About  a  month  follow- 


ing Brown's  departure  from  Springfield  he  wrote  Lincoln's 
secretary. 

Phila  Friday  Sept.  28,  1860 
"John  G.  Nicolay,  Esq. 

"My  dear  Sir:  I  presume  you  are  wondering  why  you 
have  not  yet  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  steel  en- 
graving from  my  picture  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

"Mr.  Sartain  promised  to  have  it  completed  within  two 
weeks  after  the  picture  was  placed  in  his  hands,  which 
was  on  last  Monday  three  weeks  ago. 

"Two  days  ago  the  first  proof  was  placed  in  my  hands 
for  criticism.  I  suggested  some  alterations  which  have 
been  made.  To-day  I  will  again  examine  it  with  care, 
and  if  necessary  will  have  such  further  corrections  made 
as  my  judgment  may  suggest.  In  accordance  with  my 
promise  to  you  I  will  not  allow  any  copies  to  be  issued 
until  they  meet  my  approbation. 

"Judge  Read  is  in  a  nervous  condition  at  Sartain's 
delay.  He  thinks  the  engraving  good,  and  wanted  some 
copies  yesterday,  but  as  I  am  judge  in  this  case,  I  would 
not  consent. 

"As  soon  as  the  plate  is  ready  for  printing  from,  which 
I  think  will  be  tomorrow  or  on  Monday  next,  copies  will 
be  sent  to  you  without  delay. 

"Please  make  my  complim.ents  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

"I  am  dear  sir,  your  friend  &  servant, 

"J.   Henry   Brown. 
"P.  S.  Mr.  Lincoln's  friends  here  are  in  high  spirits  and 
full  of  hope." 

In  August  1860,  when  the  Brown  miniature  was 
painted,  Mr.  Lincoln's  face  was  smooth-shaven  but  by 
November  he  was  letting  his  whiskers  grow.  This  neces- 
sitated the  addition  of  a  beard  to  the  mezzotint  engrav- 
ing to  bring  the  portrait  up  to  date.  So  there  were  two 
engravings  by  Sartain  of  the  Brown  miniature,  which 
show  Lincoln  as  clean  shaven  and  with  a  beard.  The 
beardless  Sartain  engraving  is  said  to  have  been  quite 
important  in  influencing  the  voter  and  in  the  election  of 
Lincoln. 

There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Read  family  that  on  one 
occasion  Judge  Read  was  invited  to  dine  at  the  White 
House.  During  the  meal  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  reported  to  have 


This  miniature  portrait  of  Lincoln  by  John  Henry  Brown  is  in  pos- 
session of  a  Washington,  D.  C.  collector.  It  is  not  to  be  confused 
with  the  oriKinal  made  in  1860  for  Judge  John  M.  Read  of  Phila- 
dc'ljihia. 
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said,  "Judge,  the  portrait  you  ordered  painted  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  is  the  best  ever  made  of  my  husband.  I  often 
wish  it  were  mine."  The  Judge  replied,  "It  is  entirely 
at  your  service,  madam."  Then  Mrs.  Lincoln  inquired, 
"When  will  you  send  it  to  me  Judge?"  He  replied,  "As 
soon  as  I  reach  home,  madam."  The  miniature  according 
to  the  legend  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  with  regret  as  it 
filled  a  niche  in  the  Read  library  by  the  side  of  a  portrait 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  also  painted  from  life. 

The  present  location  of  the  original  Brown  miniature 
of  Lincoln  is  unknown.  In  February  1909,  The  Century 
Magazine  published  a  print  of  the  miniature  in  color. 
The  cai)tion  stated  that  the  magazine  print  was  a  repro- 
duction "From  the  original  owned  by  the  Hon.  Robert  T. 
Lincoln."  According  to  correspondence  in  the  Founda- 
tion files,  the  executor  of  the  estate  of  Robert  T.  Lincoln 
stated  that  no  ivory  miniature  portrait  of  the  sixteenth 
president  was  among  the  son's  affects. 

There  are  also  other  complications.  There  are  two 
miniature  portraits  of  Lincoln  by  John  Heni'y  Brown. 
The  second  one  is  in  the  possession  of  a  Washington,  T).  C. 
collector  but  it  is  not  the  one  Brown  made  in  1860  for 
Judge  Read. 

Biographical  Note 

John  Henry  Brown  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1818.  He  entered  Arthur  Armstrong's  painting 
room  when  he  was  eighteen,  and  was  immediately  put 
to  work  painting  signs.  He  never  received  any  instruc- 
tion. At  twenty-six  he  launched  his  career  as  a  painter 
of  miniatures,  moving  later  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
established  a   studio  at  207   South   Thirteenth   Street. 

While  Brown  was  a  self-made  man  he  painted  minia- 
tures of  persons  prominent  in  the  social  and  political  life 
of  the  country.   His  leather-bound  diary  forms  a  social 


register  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Southern  cities. 
In  the  National  Museum  in  Washington  is  a  miniature 
of  James  Buchanan,  fifteenth  president,  by  Brown,  who 
also  painted  Buchanan's  niece  Harriet  Lane,  White  House 
hostess  during  his  administration. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  who  assassinated  Lincoln  was 
Brown's  patron.  In  the  diary  is  a  notation  that  Booth  and 
Lawrence  Barrett  (also  an  actor)  were  walking  down 
Chestnut  Street  one  day  and  Booth  said:  "Let's  go  in 
and  see  Brown;  I'll  have  him  copy  a  portrait  on  ivory." 

Brown's  diary  written  with  meticulous  precision 
records  the  names  of  his  patrons  as  they  multiplied  year 
by  year  between  1836  and  1891.  The  artist's  patrons  in- 
cluded Mrs.  John  C.  Bullitt,  Mrs.  John  Wanamaker,  A. 
Campbell  Harris,  George  Foles  Baker,  Miss  Helen  K. 
Bullitt,  George  H.  Baker  (who  had  a  horror  of  black 
clothes  for  men  or  women),  Alexander  Henry,  Mayor  of 
Philadelphia,  Mrs.  Charles  Pepper  and  Richard  Wistar. 

Other  notable  Philadelphians  who  patronized  Brown 
were  Alexander  Biddle,  William  Weightmann,  J.  D. 
Lankenau,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Urexel,  Miss  Rebecca  Biddle,  Miss 
Catharine  Ashurst,  former  Governor  Francis  of  Rhode 
Island,  R.  J.  C.  Walker  of  Williamsport,  and  Joseph  Hop- 
kinson,  author  of  "Hail  Columbia."  Planters  from  the 
South  and  many  beautiful  belles  of  Southern  cities  en- 
gaged the  services  of  Brown  two  years  in  advance.  Many 
of  his  miniatures  were  on  exhibit  at  the  Philadelphia 
Centennial  in  1876. 

Brown's  last  diary  entry  dated  July  12,  1889  consists 
of  one  short  line:  "Stopped  wearing  a  wig." 

Philadelphia   Evening  Public 

Ledge)- 

February  10,  1937 


// 


(tir  r/\^ 


7.J/in  r/. 


Plate  17 

From      Winfred      Porter     Truesdell's     "Enfrraved     and      Lithographed     Portraits   of  Abraham    Lincoln."    1033. 


The  Samuel  Sartain  engravinsrs  after  the  miniature  from  life  by  J.  Henry  Brown  in  the  possession  of  Judge  Read.  The  beai-dless  print  was  published 
by  James  Irwin,  728  Sansom  Street,  Philadelphia.  The  bearded  print  was  published    by    Sam'l.    Sartain,    726    Sansom    Street,    Philadelphia. 


LINCOLN     LORE 


CUMULATIVE  BIBLIOGRAPHY — 1959-1960 


Selections  approved  by  a  Bibliography  Committee  consisting  of  the 
followinii  members  ;  Arnold  Gates,  289  New  Hyde  Park  Road.  Garden 
City.  N.  Y.  ;  Carl  Haverlin.  2  Masterson  Road.  Bronxville.  N.  Y.  ; 
E.  B.  LonpT.  708  North  Kenilvvorth  Ave..  Oak  Park.  111.  ;  Richard  F. 
Lufkin.  45  Milk  Street.  Boston,  fl.  Mass.  :  Wayne  C.  Temple.  Lincoln 
Memorial  University.  Harrogate.  Tenn.  :  Ralph  G.  Newman.  18  East 
Chestnut  Street.  Chicago  11.  III..  William  H.  Townsend.  310  First 
National  Bank  Bids..  Lexington  3.  Ky.  :  and  Clyde  C.  Walton. 
Illinois  State  Historical   Library.   Springfield.   111. 

New  items  available  for  consideration  may  be  sent  to  the  above 
addresses   or  to  the   Lincoln   National   Life   Foundation. 


Editor's  Note:  During  the  remainder  of  the  year  (1960) 
the  Lincoln  Lore  Cumulative  Bibliography  will  carry 
many  additional  1959  Lincoln  titles  as  the  publications 
are  accjuired  and  compiled.  Again  it  is  necessary  to  state 
that  United  States  Liformation  Service  items  are  not 
available  for  distribution  in  the  United  States  and  re- 
quests for  publications  listed  are  not  obtainable  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  or  posts  abroad. 

1959 
—ARABIC- 
UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-213 

(Translation):  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards.  ,5',i"  x  8i,4",  (20)  pp..  illus.  200  copies 
distributed   in   Tunis.   Tunisia.    Printed   in   the  Arabic   lan.arua8e. 

—BURMESE- 
UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE     1959-214 

Translation):  A  Lincoln.  Leader  of  the  people. 

Pamphlet,  paper.  6Vo"  x  5".  (1.5)  pp..  14  illus.  Printed  in  the  Bur- 
mese lan.^'ua.^e.    See   li).59-223. 

-CHINESE- 
CHINA,  DIRECTORATE  GENERAL  OF  POSTS 

19.59-215 

(Block  of  4  Sun-Yat-sen — Lincoln  stamps) /"Leaders  of 
Democracy'VPostage  Stamps/ (Caption  title). 

Brochure,  silk  cloth,  .t';!"  x  8".  (6)  pp..  boxed.  Commemoratincr  the 
sesquiccntennial  of  Lincoln's  birth,  the  Chinese  Postal  Administra- 
tion issued  a  set  of  Leaders  of  Democracy  postage  stamps  on  Dec. 
25,    1959.   Printed   in   Chinese  with    English   translation. 


UNITED 

(Trans 

Pamphlet. 
Printed   in 

UNITED 

(Trans 
of  the  W 

Pamphlet, 
Indian-Hin 


—INDIAN-HINDI— 
STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-216 

lation):  Abraham  Lincoln/1809-1865. 

iaper.    7"    x    91.4".     ( *>2 )     pp.    Illustiated    in    color.    Juvenile, 
he   Indian-Hindi   language.   See   1958-49. 

STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE     1959-217 

lation):   Abraham   Lincoln   Speaks.   A   Selection 
ritings  and  Sayings  of  a  Great  American. 

flexible    boards.    7"    x    9-''i".    fio    ii|i..    illus.     Printed    in    the 
li    language.    See    1959-100. 


—SPANISH— 
(MONAGHAN,  JAY)  1959-218 

(Head  of  Lincoln) /Abraham  Lincoln/1809-1865/ (Cover 
title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x  6".  (4)  pp.  Distributed  by  the  U.  S.  Information 
Service.    Printed    in    the  Siianish    language. 

UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-219 

Suplemento  de  Carta  Pedagogica/Bs.  3.000  en  premios/ 
para  estudiantes  de  Bachillerato  y  Normal  en  el  gran 
Concurso  de  Ensayos:  "Asi  pienso  yo  de  Lincoln"/ ("This 
is  what  I  think  of  Lincoln'VBases  pag.  11/ (Cover  title). 

Pamt)hlet.  pajier.  8"  x  6".  ([l'^)  l*P--  illus.  Supi)lement  to  monthly 
magazine  Carta  Pedagogica  by  USIS  Caracas  for  teachers  and  edu- 
cators  in   Venezuela.  Pi'inted   in  the  Spanish  language. 

UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-220 

(Bearded  head  of  Lincoln) /A  Lincoln/"resolvanos 
firmente  que  estos  muertos  no  hayan  perecido  en  vano; 
.  .  ."/("we  firmly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have 
died  in  vain") /(Cover  title). 

Pamiihlet.  paper.  5Vi"  x  8".  (8)  pp..  illus.  Printed  in  the  Spanish 
language. 

-VIETNAMESE- 
UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-221 

(Translation):  Abraham  Lincoln  Speaks/A  Selection  of 
the  Writings  and/Sayings  of  a  Great  American. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards.  7"  x  9*;V'.  60  i>p..  illus.  Printed  in  the 
Vietname.se   language.   See    1959-100. 


RUSSIN,  ROBERT  L  1959-222 

Abraham  Lincoln/Robert  I.  Russin  Sculptor/Sculpture 
Lincoln  Highway  Summit/ (Cover  title). 

Pamiihlet,  iiaiier,  6"  x  9",  (12)  iip.  Woild's  laigest  bronze  head  of 
Lincoln,  dedicated  Oct.  18.  1959.  located  on  summit  of  U.  S.  Highway 
30,    10    miles    southeast   of    Laramie.    Wyoming. 


UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-223 

(Sketch  of  Lincoln,  bearded  face) /A  Lincoln  man  of 
the  people) /(Cover  title). 

Pamphlet,    paper.    6V'"    x    5".     (15)    pp.,    14    illus.    Contents    similar    to 
1959-123.    Additional  "text  on    page    (S). 

UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  SERVICE    1959-224 

(Sketches  of  Lincoln  and  Gandhi) /They  belong  to  the 
ages  .  .  .  Abraham  Lincoln /Mahatma  Gandhi/ (Cover 
title). 

Pamphlet,     paper.     7"    x    8V2".      (24)     pp..     illus.     Printed     at    Punjab 
National   Press,  Delhi. 


—1960— 
KINCAID,  ROBERT  L.  1960-23 

Abraham  Lincoln: /Miracle  of  Democracy/by/Robert  L. 
Kincaid,  L.L.D.,  D.Litt/ President  Emeritus,  Lincoln  Me- 
morial IJniversity/Harrogate,  Tennessee/ (Lincoln  photo) 
/Address  at  Annual  Meeting/Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Wis- 
consin/Madison/February 10,  1959/Historical  Bulletin 
No.  18/ 19609 (Cover  title). 

Pamphlet,    paper,    IVi"  x   10",    14  pp. 

SEARCHER,  VICTOR  1960-24 

Lincoln's  Journey/to  Greatness/A  Factual  Account  of 
the  Twelve-Day/Inaugural  Trip/Victor  Searcher/ (de- 
vice)/The  John  C.  Winston  Company/Philadelphia..  Tor- 
onto. 

Book,  cloth,  51/2"  X  SVa".  viii  p.,  279  pp..  fr..  illus..  price  $4.50.  First 
Edition. 

ANDER,  O.  FRITIOF  1960-25 

Lincoln  Images/Augustant  College/Centennial  Essays 
/by/  O.  Fritiof  Ander,  Ernest  M.  Espelie/Norman  A. 
Graebner,  Ralph  J.  Roske/Robert  M.  Sutton,  Clyde  C. 
Walton/T.  Harry  Williams/Edited  by/O.  Fritiof  Ander/ 
Augustant  College  Library/Rock  Island,  Illinois/ 1960. 

Bool<,    cloth,    eli"    X   9V.>".    161    pp..    fr..    illus..    iirice    $3.95. 

LINCOLN   FELLOWSHIP  OF  HAMILTON, 

ONTARIO,  CANADA  1960-26 

Abraham  Lincoln's  Ancestry/An  address  by  Professor 
A.  P.  Martin/The  First  Battle  of  Bull  Run/July  21st, 
1861/An  address  by  William  M.  McCulloch/"The  Mind  of 
Lincoln"/An  address  by  Thomas  H.  Walsh/Being  the  Sub- 
stance of  Addresses /Delivered  Before  the/Lincoln  Fel- 
lowship/of Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada/at  the  Scottish 
Rite  Club/on  the  evening  of /February  12,  1960/ (Cover 
title). 

Pamphlet,   paper,   5Vj"  x  HW.    (16)    pp. 

McCLURE,  STANLEY  W.  1960-27 

The/Lincoln  Museum/and  the/House  Where  Lincoln 
Died/ Washington,  D.  C./by  Stanley  W.  McClure/ (sketch 
of  an  splitting  log) /National  Park  Service  Historical 
Handbook  Series  No.  3/Washington,  D.  C,  1949/ (Revised 
1960). 

Pamrihlet.  flexible  boards.   6"  x  9'4,".   42  pp..    illus.  Revision  of   1949-56. 

PETERSON,  WILLIAM  J.  1960-28 

The  Palimpsest/Edited  by  William  J.  Petersen/Vol. 
XLI  Issued  in  March  1960  No.  3 /Copyright  1960  by  The 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boaids.  5Vj"  x  8".  145-176  pp..  illus.  Abraham 
Lincoln    and   His    Friends  by  J.   Raymond    Chadwick    161-173   pp. 

WARFORD,  WILLIAM  S.  1960-29 

William  S.  Warford/ President  Lincoln  and  the  Office 
Seeker:  Mission  Unaccomplished /Reprinted  from  the/ 
Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Vol. 
LIII,  No.  1,  Spring  1960. 

Pami>hlet.  iiaper.  6Vi"  x  QV/'.  64-69  pp..  illus.  Limited  to  200  numbered 
an^l    signed   copies. 

WARREN,  LOUIS  A.  1960-30 

The  Lincoln  Digest/ Bulletin  No.  4/Dr.  Louis  A.  War- 
ren, Editor/Published  by/The  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company/Fort  Wayne,  Indiana/Collecting  Lin- 
coln Pennies/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,    paper   ,4"    x   5",    (4)    pp..    Revision    of    1940-5. 

LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  FOUNDATION       1960-31 

Lincoln  Lore/Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation/Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor/ Published 
each  month  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
Company,  Fort  Wayne/Indiana/Number  1464  February 
1960— Number  1467  May,  1860/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paiier-.  XV/'  x  11".  4  pp..  illus.  Number  1464,  Horse  Sense  and 
Horseplay  at  the  National  Republican  Convention  Chicago,  Illinois, 
May  16-18,  I860:  1465,  Cooper  Union  Legends  Scrutinized  .  .  .;  1466, 
Cumulative  Bibliography— 1959  ;  1467.  Tom  Thumb  Visits  The  White 
House    .... 
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January  11,  1967 


Mr.  J,  Doyle  DeWitt 
ChaiiTiian  of  the  Board 
The  Travelers 
One  Tower  Square 
Hartford,  Connecticut  06115 

Dear  Mr.  DeWitt: 

Congratulations  on  your  fine  aq<|uisition  -  a  miniature  por- 
trait by  Jolin  Henry  BrovvTi. 

U'e  are  pleased  to   learn  that  tlie  miniature  is  nai   in  your 
hands, 

I  regret  to  state  that  I  know  nothing  about  the  miniature, 
except  that  given  in  a  Lincoln  Lore;  ncm  have  i  any  new  infon/iation 
about  the  other  Bro^vn  miniature. 

Many  thanks  for  the  colored  photograph.  They  will  find  a 
j)eiTianent  place  in  our  files. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  Md'furtry 
RG^I/cTAAnr 


18  April  1972 


Dr.  li.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry, 

Enclosed  you  will  find  slides  of  a  miniature  I  have 
owned  for  several  years.   I  now  wish  to  sell  it  but  must 
have  some  sort  of  attribution.   I  am  also,  frankly,  deerjly 
interested  in  it  and  wish  to  know  whatever  I  can  for  my  own 
satifaction  and  curiosity  which  is  rather  intense  by  this 
time.   -^Iso  enclosed  are  my  own  attempts  at  establishing  the 
provenance  of  the  miniatrue. 

Tiie  miniature  is  oval,  2  5/8  inclies  by  2  7/8  inches; 
the  material  is  cream-colored,  translucent,  hard  but  flexible. 
The  painting  is  polychrome,  gessor  or  w atercolor.   There  is 
a  noticable  smear  in  the  lower  left-hand  corner  which  suggests 
either  a  previous  owner's  apnaling  curiosity  as  th  the  solu- 
bility of  the  surface  or  an  erasure  of  some  detail  (  a  signature?) 

It  is  obviously  a  copy  of  one  of  the  arabro types  taken 
in   1860  for  tlie  painter  John  Henry  Brown   and  now  in  the 
Ostendorf  and  Meserve  collections. 

V/anda  Corn,  Professors  of  Art  History  at  the  University 
of  California  and  Mills  College,  says  it  is  a  fine  example  of 
19th  century  miniature  painting  but  can,  of  course,  say  no 
more . 

Any  help  you  can  give  me  in  attributing  this  work  will 
be  deep  ly  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis  Dunn 
1170  Powell  St. 
Emeryville,  Cal. 
94608 
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NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY 


SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION 


July    21,    1970 


Mr.  Dennis  Dunn 
1170  Powell  Street 
Emeryville,  California  94608 

Dear  Mr.  Dunn:  ...... 

Your  miniature  of  Lincoln  is  undeniably  related  to  the 
ambrotype  said  to  have  been  made  for  John  Henry  Brown 
in  August  of  1860.   And  in  technique  is  very  much  like  , 
another  miniature  of  Lincoln  which  was  brought  in  here 
last  week  and  said  to  be  by  Brown. 

Our  problem  is  that  we  cannot  find  any  miniature  of  Lincoln 
known  definitely  to  be  from  the  hand  of  Brown.   If  we  could, 
the  problem  would  be  solved  since  it  would  be  very  easy  to 
compare  the  soundly  attributed  miniature  with  the  other  two. 

I  have  only  seen  one  miniature- -not  of  Lincoln- -soundly .  . 
attributed  to  Brown.   As  I  remember  it,  the  technique  was' 
quite  dissimiliar  to  that  seen  in  both  your  miniature  and 
the  other  shown  us  last  week.   With  your  permission,  I  am 
retaining  one  of  the  three  slides  you  sent  of  your  miniature 
Perhaps  I  may  have  further  information  for  you  after  a  bit 
more  study. 

Sorry  we  can  not  produce  a  definite  attribution  just  now. 


Yours  truly. 


Monroe  H. 
Assistant 


J^J-'^^ 


Fabian 
Curator 


F  STREET  AT  EIGHTH,  NW,  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20560 


TEL.  202:  381-5146 


-A.TDra.li€tin  I_j.ncolii  Boole  Sliop 


IB    Ea-st  CliestrLvit  Str*eet 


Cl-iioa.go,  IlllrLois 


sosil     -:-     WKCltelna.ll  4-30B5 


15  March  197  2 


Dear  Mr  Dunn: 

I  have  read  your  very  interesting  letter  of  February  6  and  its 
enclosures  ,  but  regret  that  I  can  offer  no  theory  as  to  the 
origin  of  your  miniature  of  Abraham  Lincoln . 

The  John  Henry  Brown  theory  is  an  interesting  one  but,  as 
Mr  Fabian  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  says  ,  we  do  not 
know  whether  Brown  ever  did  any  miniatures. 

Have  you  checked  with  Dr  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne ,  Indiana  4680  2?     The 
files  of  that  organization  are  perhaps  the  most  thorough  in  the 
field  of  Lincoln  with  reference  to  works  of  art  involving  our 
Sixteenth  President. 

There  was  a  miniature  painted  by  a  man  named  Patterson,  in 
Springfield,  Illinois  and  it  might  be  that  a  letter  addressed  to 
James  T.  Hickey  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  Old 
State  Capitol,  Springfield  62706   might  produce  some  results. 

Frankly,  unless  we  could  find  out  something  definite  about  the 
miniature,  I  would  have  difficulty  selling  it.    Your  slides  and 
other  enclosures  are  being  returned  herewith. 


inceraly  yours  ,  ^ 

h  Gl/ Newman         v 


Ral 


Mr  Dennis  Dunn 
1170  Powell  Street 
Emeryville,  California 


94608 
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THE  PAINTER  JOHN  HENRY  BROWN  (1818-91)  was  given 
instructions  to  "make  him  good  looking"  by  Judge  John  Reed  of 
Philadelphia.  Reed  intended  to  spend  some  three  hundred  dollars 
on  the  painting  and  he  wanted  Lincoln  to  look  good. 

Brown  arrived  in  Springfield  early  Sunday  morning,  August  12, 
1860.  The  next  day  he  presented  himself  to  Lincoln  and  was 
"favorably  impressed"  by  the  candidate.  Lincoln  was  not  ugly,  as 
he  had  been  told  in  the  East.  Instead  of  "making  a  picture."  he 
would  only  have  to  "paint  a  portrait"  to  satisfy  the  Judge.  Brown 


asked  the  candidate  to  accompany  him  to  a  photographer's  , 
and  Lincoln  acceded.  They  went  to  Preston  Butler's  establif 
where  Brown  ordered  some  ambrotypes  which  he  was  to 
models  for  his  painting. 

After  five  sittings  the  painting  was  completed  (at  left), 
pleased  Lincoln.  From  Brown's  ivory  miniature  Samuel  J 
made  a  mezzotint,  but  before  his  engraving  (at  right)  couk 
the  public,  Lincoln  had  grown  a  beard  and  the  picture  w. 
dated.  So  Sartain  made  a  new  engraving,  adding  the  bearc 


lip  on  the  right  side  was  fuller  than 
on  the  left,  as  if  swollen  from  a  blow 
or  the  sting  of  an  insect;  while  the  lines 
of  the  lower  part  of  his  face  met  in 
sharp  angles  on  each  side.  .  .  ." 

Here  are  the  impressions  of  two 
English  journalists,  giving  diametri- 
cally opposite  views  of  his  features. 

Edward  Dicey,  a  special  correspond- 
ent for  the  Spectator,  wrote:  "To  say 
he  is  ugly  is  nothing;  to  add  that  his 
figure  is  grotesque  is  to  convey  no 
adequate  impression.  Fancy  a  man 
about  six-foot  high,  and  thin  in  pro- 
portion, with  long  bony  arms  and  legs, 
which  somehow  seem  always  to  be  in 
the  way;  with  great  rugged  furrowed 
hands,  which  grasp  you  like  a  vise 
when  shaking  yours;  with  a  long 
scraggy  neck  and  a  chest  too  narrow  for 
the  great  arms  by  his  side.  Add  to  this 


figure  a  head,  cocoanut  shaped  and 
somewhat  too  small  for  such  a  stature, 
covered  with  rough,  uncombed  hair, 
that  stands  out  in  every  direction  at 


once;  a  face  furrowed,  wrinkle* 
indented  as  though  it  had  been  s 
by  vitriol;  a  high  narrow  for 
sunk  deep  beneath  bushy  eye; 
two  bright,  somewhat  dreamy  ey- 
seem  to  gaze  through  you  withou 
ing  at  you;  a  few  irregular  blotc 
black  bristly  hair  in  the  place 
beard  and  whiskers  ought  to  gr 

(turn  to  p 
THE  PAINTER  ALBEN  JASPER  C« 
(1821-1915)  had  been  sent  by  St 
businessman  William  M.  McPhersc 
nant  tried  to  paint  a  Lincoln  differei 
the  melancholy,  almost  sinister  expr 
that  he  had  seen  in  other  pictur 
wanted  to  paint  him  as  his  friends 
him.  During  the  sitting  the  painter  ir 
about  the  debates  with  Douglas  to  re 
sitter,  and  soon  Lincoln  was  tellinj 
dotes.  Now  Conant  had  the  expresf 
sought.  When  the  painting  was  fi 
Mrs.  Lincoln  admired  it:  "I  hope 
look  like  that  after  the  fijst  of  Nove 
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April  21,  1972 


Dennis  Dunn 

1170  Powell  Street 

Eiijeryville,  California     94608 

Dear  Mr.  Ounn: 

I  have  your  letter  of  April  18th  with  the  enclosures.  I  have 
reaS  all  the  letters  and  printed  articles.  About  all  !  can  do 
is  to  compound  the  problem  of  the  identification  of  the  Lincoln 
mirnature.  Of  course,  all  of  your  correspondents  have  been  at 
a  disadvantage  by   not  being  able  to  personally  examine  the  item. 

I  enclose  filNCOLH  LORE  number  1470  relative  to  "^ohn  Henry  Brov^n's 
miniature  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln'.' 

Regretting  that  I  cannot  help  you  clear  up  this  matter  (if  iden- 
tification, I  remain 


Yours  truly 


R.  Gerald  HoMurt ry 
RGM/nlc 

P.  S,     I  am  returning  to  you  the  photographic  slides. 
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January  13,  1996 


Carolyn  Texley,  Curator 
Lincoln  Museum  &  Library 
P.O.  Box  7838 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801 

Dear  Ms.  Texley: 

Congratulations  on  your  new  facility! 

My  husband  and  I  were  in  Fort  Wayne  last  spring  to  visit  your  museum  and 
library,  only  to  discover  that  you  were  planning  a  grand  opening  of  your  new 
facility  on  October  1 . 

My  husband's  grandfather  was  a  miniature  portrait  painter  who  painted 
Abraham  Lincoln  after  he  was  nominated  but  before  he  was  elected.  He 
painted  the  portrait  in  Springfield  and  recorded  his  observations  and  activities 
in  a  journal.  Through  a  book  that  we  picked  up  at  Gettysburg,  we  learned  that 
John  Henry  Brown's  journal  is  at  the  Lincoln  Museum  and  Library  in  Fort 
Wayne. 

I  am  currently  researching  a  book  on  my  husband's  family  and  would  be  ver>' 
interested  in  getting  a  copy  of  the  journal.  Is  the  journal  still  in  your 
possession?  Is  it  on  microfilm  so  it  could  be  easily  copied?  What  would  be 
required  to  get  a  copy  of  the  journal? 

We  are  also  interested  in  the  miniature  portrait  that  J.  Henry  Brown  did  of  Mr. 
Lincohi.  The  last  information  that  we  have  been  able  to  fmd  said  that  the 
portrait  was  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln.  We  went  to  his  estate  in 
Maine,  which  is  now  open  to  the  public.  After  talking  with  the  curator  there 
we  discovered  that  there  was  no  miniature  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  tlie 
inventory.  Would  that  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln  be  in  your  museum  by  any 
chance?  It  was  without  the  beard  and  we  do  have  a  colored  print  of  it,  but  we 
would  be  interested  in  seeing  the  actual  portrait. 


We  do  plan  to  stop  in  Fort  Wayne  in  the  future  but  our  plans  are  not  finalized 
as  yet.  We  trust  that  your  grand  opening  was  wonderful  and  that  the  Museum 
and  Library  are  popular  with  the  public. 

Any  help  that  you  could  provide  would  be  appreciated.  Enclosed  is  a  S  ASE 
for  your  convenience. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 


Pn 


Mary  Ellen  Brown 

Mrs.  Walter  P.  Brown,  Jr. 

F79322 

P.O.  Box  44209 

Cincinnati,  OH  45244 


JOHN 


HENRY 


BROWN 


THE  MAN, 


THE  ARTIST  & 


HIS  FAMILY 


BY 

MARY 

ELLEN 

BROWN 


HcyvJ,     C^^^c^^^ 


confined  to  my  room;  therefore  if  you  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  for 

them,  you  shall  most  certainly  have  them,  but  to  save  all  that  trouble  ^ 

perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  each  to  burn  the  others  letters.  Q 

-         You  have  my  best  wishes  for  your  temporal  &  spiritual  welfare.  ^ 

May  your  next  lover's  affection  be  no  less  than  was  that  of  1 

/s/  Harry.  Q 

The  following  information  is  from  a  book  that  has  been  in  the  Walter 
Brown  family  for  years  and  it  is  our  primary  record  of  J.  Henry  Brown's  personal 
life.  The  book  is  the  Encyclopedia  of  Pennsylvania  Biography,  Volume  XIV,  edited  by 
Thomas  Lynch  Montgomery,  LD,  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Published  in  New  York  by  Lewis  Historical  Publishing 
Company  in  1923. 

BROWN,  JOHN  HENRY,  MINIATURE  PAINTER 

John  Henry  Brown,  regarded  in  his  day  as  the  best  miniature 
painter  in  the  United  States,  and  by  some  critics  said  to  be  the  best  in  the 
world,  was  during  his  entire  professional  career  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Brown,  while  the  recipient  of  international  honors, 
always  remained  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  native  state  and  his  adopted  city. 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  father  of  John  Henry  Brown,  was  born  January  27, 
1  784,  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Brown,  Sr.,  by 
his  second  wife,  Ernestine  Dorothy  Brown.  John  Brown,  Jr.  married 
December  1 ,  1  806,  Margaret  Lind,  born  May  6,  1  784,  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  Lind. 

John  Henry  Brown,  son  of  John  Brown,  Jr.  and  Margaret  (Lind) 
Brown,  was  born  August  21 ,  1  81  8,  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  recorder's  office,  in  Lancaster,  but 
remained  only  a  short  time,  his  natural  inclination  being  strongly  for  the 
study  of  art. 

On  leaving  the  recorder's  office,  Mr.  Brown  learned  portrait,  sign 
and  fancy  painting,  to  which  for  some  time  he  devoted  himself.  In  1 845 
he  came  to  Philadelphia  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  painting  of 
miniatures  on  ivory.  In  this  form  of  art  he  achieved  distinguished 
success,  many  persons  of  social  and  professional  standing  being  among 
his  patrons.  These  included  Abraham  Lincoln,  Edwin  Booth,  the  actor, 
James  Buchanan,  John  M.  Reed  and  Commodore  Stockton.   In  1  862  Mr. 
Brown  became  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  in  1  876,  at 
the  Centennial  Exposition  held  in  Philadelphia,  he  received  a  medal  and 
diploma  for  ivory  miniatures.  He  was  past  master  of  Lodge  No.  72,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  life  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  James 
Buchanan  offered  to  take  Mr.  Brown  to  England  and  introduce  him  at 
court,  but  Mr.  Brown  declined  the  honor  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
two  years'  work  unfinished  and  did  not  care  to  exchange  a  certainty  for 
an  uncertainty. 

Mr.  Brown  married,  October  21 ,1845,  Adaline  Peters,  daughter  of 
George  and  Susanna  (Getz)  Peters,  who  were  married  February  4,  1  81  5. 
George  Peters  was  born  November  1 4, 1  793.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brown  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Margaret  Susan,  widow  of  Charles  D. 
Norton,  whose  biography  and  portrait  appear  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
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Henry  I.,  Edwin  L.,  Walter  Peters,  Paul  Rubens,  Atlee,  Mary  Helen,  John 
Howard  and  Ada  Peters. 

On  April  3,1891  John  Henry  Brown  passed  away  in  Philadelphia 
leaving  an  international  reputation  which  will  always  be  proudly  and 
affectionately  cherished  by  the  city  which  was  the  home  of  his  heart  and 
the  centre  of  his  closest  interests. 

It  was  said  of  Mr.  Brown's  miniatures  (among  which  that  of 
Lincoln  was  especially  famed),  "they  posses  a  finish,  a  beauty,  a 
faithfulness,  which  cannot  fail  to  render  satisfaction."  He  had  the  gift  of 
blending  colors  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  the  most  subdued  and 
life-like  effects.  To  some  miniatures,  which  he  exhibited  in  London,  the 
following  praise  was  given  by  an  English  critic:  "To  the  left  of  the  Queen's 
portrait  is  a  case  of  miniatures  by  John  Henry  Brown,  of  Philadelphia, 
which  are  of  superlative  beauty.  They  are  sketches  upon  the  ivory  and 
not  photographed,  and  are  so  highly  finished  that  they  bear  microscopic 
examination.  They  are  of  immense  value  and  have  been  heavily  insured. 
Among  them  is  a  portrait  of  James  Buchanan,  ex-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  another  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Lane  Johnstone,  which  rival  anything 
ever  produced  by  our  own  Thornburn,  and  if  the  coloring  were  a  little 
richer,  it  might  be  added,  the  finest  of  Isabey  himself."  By  the 
perpetuation  of  beauty,  John  Henry  Brown  rendered  himself  immortal. 

While  working  on  this  project  a  problem  was  discovered  by  comparing 
the  earlier  quote  from  the  Pennsylvania  Biography  information  regarding  the 
children  of  J.  Henry  and  Adaline  and  the  records  from  the  cemetery  where  many 
members  of  the  family  are  interred  and  the  information  from  the  U.  S.  Census 
records.  The  name  of  Charles  Vandyke  Brown,  whose  interment  is  listed  on  the 
Woodlands  Cemetery  records  as  3-18-1892  at  the  age  of  43  years.  My  husband 
Walt  was  of  the  opinion  that  Charles  Vandyke  was  his  father's  brother  and 
remembered  that  he  was  referred  to  as  Charlie,  but  the  above  biographical 
information  did  not  include  him.  In  the  1860  U.  S.  Census  he  is  listed  as  an 
eleven-year  old  member  of  the  J.  Henry  Brown  household.  Charles  age  22  was 
listed  in  the  household  in  the  1870  census  as  an  artist,  which  was  verified  by  the 
listing  in  the  book  Dictionary  of  American  Painters,  Sculptors  and  Engravers, 
which  is  mentioned  with  greater  detail  in  the  following  chapter.  Based  on  these 
facts  Charles  Vandyke  Brown  has  been  added  to  the  family  genealogy  charts  as 
the  second  child  of  J.  Henry  and  Adaline  Brown. 

In  the  family  memorabilia  that  Walt  has  in  his  possession  is  the  jewel  of 
the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  and  from  the  information  in  the 
biographical  report  above  the  assumption  was  made  that  he  had  been  Grand 
Master  of  the  Philadelphia  Lodge.  In  order  to  discover  more  about  this  phase  of  J. 
Henry's  life  a  request  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  reply 
was  received  from  that  office  via  email  dated  December  17,  2004  and  is  quoted 
here: 

The  Masonic  record  of  John  Henry  Brown  is,  as  shown  first  in  the 
Membership  Book  2,  p.  40:  age:  22;  Occupation:  Artist;  Residence: 
Lancaster;  All  Degrees  in  Lodge  No.  43:  Entered  Apprentice  December  1  1 
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1839;  Fellow  Craft  January  8,  1  840;  Master  Mason  February  1  2,  1840.  He 
was  Senior  Warden  in  1  843  (for  the  year  1  844),  and  Worshipful  Master 
elected  1  844  for  1  845.  He  resigned  September  1  2,  1  846  and  according 
to  Book  3-1 ,  p. 2,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  Lodge  No.  72  where  he  was 
admitted  on  January  1  9,  1  854,  still  an  artist,  now  aged  35. 
No  doubt  that  if  the  Internet  had  been  in  operation  in  1923  at  the  time  of 
the  pubhcation  of  the  Encyclopedia  of  Pennsylvania  Biography  the  information 
included  would  have  been  more  accurate.  Nevertheless,  it  was  fortunate  that  the 
publication  existed,  was  in  the  family's  possession  and  could  be  used  as  a 

starting  point. 

As  mentioned  before  John  Henry  Brown 
married  Adeline  Peters  on  October  21,  1845.  He  was 
almost  27  years  old  at  the  time  and  Adeline's  exact 
birth  date  is  unknown  but  with  the  aid  of  the 
cemetery  records  it  was  determined  that  she  was  born 
in  1825,  which  would  make  her  around  20  years  old 
on  her  wedding  day. 

A  brief  word  about  the  children  of  J.  Henry 
and  Adaline  will  help  to  tell  more  of  the  family 
history.  J.  Henry  kept  wonderful  records  in  his 
journal,  which  is  now  at  the  Rosenbach  Museum  & 
Research  Library  in  Philadelphia.  More  information 
about  the  journal  appears  in  the  next  chapter.  Quotes  in  this  portion  are  from  J. 
Henry's  Journal: 


2:  Adaline  Brown  -  by  ]HB  - 1846 


Philadelphia,  May  1846 

5  Commenced  a  picture  of  my  own  dear  Wife,  which  strange  to 
say  is  the  first  I  ever  have  commenced  of  her. 

26  Commenced  the  second  sketch  of  Mrs. 
Brown,  the  first  I  destroyed. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  At  Mrs.  Brown's  picture.  I 
have  been  out  of  paying  work  for  the  last  week. 
This  is  the  first  week  that  I  have  ever  been  out  of 
work  since  I  commenced  business  in  1  839. 

7  Sunday  Saw  a  notice  of  myself  in 
yesterday's  "Pennsylvania  Inquirer". 


1  3  An  accident  injured  my  eye  and  unable 


to  work. 


18  My  attention  was  called  to  a  notice  of  3: Margie  Brown,  i,  by 

myself  in  one  of  the  Lancaster  papers.  /^^ "  ^^^^ 

28.  Able  to  resume  work  on  Mrs.  Brown's  picture. 

29,  30  Part  of  each  day  at  Mrs.  Brown's  picture. 

July  7,  8,  9  At  my  dear  Ada's  picture,  finished  it.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  faithful  likeness. 

1 3  July  1 846:  Our  dear  Margie's  birthday.  My  dear  wife 
complained  much  during  the  day,  &  was  very  unexpectedly  confined  at  7 
O'clock  P.M. 
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